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CHAP I. 
Contains the Birth of the Adventarer, 
and ſome other neceſſary Anecdotes, in 


order to intreduce him into the grand : 
27 heatre of Hiſtor ical Notice. | 


iT was in that ſeaſon when 
the face of nature re- aſſum- 
ed her youthful appearance af- 
ter the horrors of winter, that I 
date my Birth. The critics muſt 
excuſe my being particular as to 
the hour—The place I honour- 
VoL.Il. B ed 
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ed with my firſt approach into 
life I'll deſcribe. It was not in 
a ftate chamber, nor in the firſt 
apartments of a palace; it was, 
bluth for me courteous reader 
if thou can ſt—in a garret, in 
which lay Suſan and Rebecca — 
to whoſe natural warmth and 
florid conſtitutions, I in ſome 
meaſure owe my exiſtence, and 


i the Reader the pleaſure of per u- 


 fing this eventful hiſtory. The 

_ firſt ſound 1 diſtinguiſhed was 
| the voice of Rebecca, calling 
loudly to her chum, and turn- 
35 ing down the bed- clothes, not 
in the moſt decent manner, at 


the ſame time crying, Sue! Sue! 


What a plague will you ſleep all 
day? we ſhan't have time to get 
our own breakfaſts and the tea 
cups | 


CY: WR 
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cups ſet, before our folks will be 


_up—vwhy, Sue, I ſay, do but 
look here, Iam bitten to deaths - 
how has my poor back ſuffer- 
ed ſince midnight: if I could 
but catch them, I would kill the 
devils; I could flea them alive. 
Patience, laſs, returned Sue—it _ 
is well if you have not committed 
murder as it is—Phoo, you fool, 
I can't catch them; then I am | 
ſure you have frightened them, 1 


replied Sue, and here are the 
marks of your triumph: ay, 


marry, what are thoſe ? whyy 5 


you are both flea- bitten, and 


bitten again! ho, ho, ho, re- 
turned Beck, that may be true, 
laſs; to-morrow's ſhifting day, 

N Jou know; not but 1 would 


B 2 put 
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put on my laſt new dowlas to- 
day, if I thought Harry w ould 
be here in the evening; piſh | 
on him, he's a fickle varlet. But 
come, buſtle girl, buſtle : : out 
the ſprung, with her poſteriors 
upwards ; which I was after- 
_ wards told by my mother, en- 
titled her to good luck all the 
| ſucceeding part of the day; 
getting too near her leather 


| HB boddice (for both myſelf and 


mother were quartered upon 
Beck) 1 narrowly eſcaped being 


| day's privilege of living; but 


a ſudden removal pronounced 


our ſafety. Nothing material 


l happened the whole day, ex- 


cept now. and then | a luſty 
ſcratch 


ſqueezed to death on my firſt 
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ſcratch from Beck on the va- 
rious parts 1 travelled over; 
which tackily did me no far- ; 
ther injury, than ſeparating me 
oftener than I choſe from the 
beſt of fr iends (my mother) 
who was giving me inſtructions. 
for my new pilgrimage; not 


from Mecca to Medina, but from 


| —pſhaw ! hang the only lan- 


guage I know that wants words, 


decent words, to deſcribe the 
difference of foil and ſituation 3 
the woods, water-courſes, hills 
and vales, I was obliged to wan- 
der over, in terms that might 
not offend the modeſt ear, ſhock 
the delicacy of a prude, or the 
yet ſtricter virtue of an old 
maid 1 in her grand climacteric: 1 
* * nor 
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nor can I even n oblige my read- 
ers with a map of the country 
a thing now of general uſe in 
books of travel. 


The writers of a life ought 


to have the chaſteſt pen. It is 
now called an apology for the 
i life of Mr. and Mrs. Such-a-one 
. —and even want an apology 
for living at all, as I muſt ſay 
tome of my brother and fiſter 
Hiſtorians have done before me; 
but no matter for that ; it will 
live as long as an infect like 
myſelf ought, or can be ſup- 
poſed to live; one way or 
other I ſhall be of public utility. 
| A _ ſome time or other have 


papers uſeful in paſtry- 
 tooks 
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cooks ſhops, or in the yet more 
ſhining temple of that ever ne- 
ceſſary goddeſs *yclept Cloacina, 


if refuſed the deſired admittance 


into the modern library of a 


more modern wit. But why 


don't you proceed? Patience 


e reader! my life is ſhort, and if 
Gul 1 nd inſipid as E new an, 


medy, yet give me the indul- 
gence of an hour or two like 
them; 1 it is all I aſk; then throw 
me aſide like an old cuſtom, 
and condemn me to the uſes 


and baſe ends I have before 


mentioned. 


Ten o clock: :—Breakfaſt over 
in the family, it was Beck's aſ- 
ſignment to reconnoitre the 
RB 4 cham- 6 
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| chambers, empty the full vaſes, 
and compole the economy of 
the beds for the enſuing even- 


ing. But oh! what did I ſee? : 


Wretch that 1 am! do I yet | 

exiſt ? I ſaw a ſcore or two of 
my ever-amiable kind, nipt to 
death between her unmerciful 
nails; I revenged them to the 


utmoit of my power with many 
3 bearty twinge on her poſte- 
| ors; but ſhe was too much 
like Trulla in Hudibras (you 


we 1 read) to fear a blow, 


” though 1 n, made the 


blood follow. 


Three Oclock. Dinner over 
above and below ſtairs, Roger 
and Thomas talked politics at 
dinner. 
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5 dinner, who being no more than 
an humble imitation of Sir Ja- 
cob Driveler above ſtairs, ſome 
thought porter made Roger fro- 
lickſome; he talked of untying 
Beck's garters : being there at 
that inſtant, I ſhifted my quar- 
ters: foreſeeing my danger, I 
got once again to the verge of 


the boddice; it was well I did ; x : 


and now 1 know the natural 


infirmities of the ſex 1 in point 


of reſolution, I ſhall for the fu- 
ture keep a reſpectful diſtance 
whenever there is a proper o- 
caſion. 


Tea over at fix, and ſupper 
at nine, nothing material hap- 
pened till bed-time; ; and then 
B 5 abounded 
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abounded events in my ſtrange 
ſtory, that would make an 
| agreeable collection for a no- 
veliſt. To proceed: digreſſions, 
I know, are as tedious as advice 
M1 adverſitv. Supper-time over, 


Miſs Annabella Waitfort's maid 


ill of the meagrims, Beck aſ- 


ſiſted as proxy; I wiſh there 


was no ſuch thing as an old 
maid in the world; ſo does Mrs. 
Annabella I believ , poor ſoul! 
ſhe frets enough upon the me- 
lanchoiy occaſion, and I pity 
her, though the cauſe of many 
hours of diſquiet to myſelf. 
Now, Reader — 1 know your 
thoughts; ; you will ſay, was ſhe. 
cruel? No. Proud! No. A 
man-hater? No. She Was — 
in 
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I ſhort, ſhe was never aſked 
the queſtion. Her family was 
ſomething too good for her for- 


tune, and her conſtitution too 


refined for her outward appear- 


ance. She was ſomething de- | 
- formed by a prominence on her 
left ſhoulder ; rather unequal _ 


in her ſteps, by one leg being 


at leaſt fire inches ſhorter than | 


the other; a defect a high heel 
to the right ſhoe could hardly 
conceal. -- It 15 reported, that 
her breath was not quite ſo 
ſweet as Zephyr blowing on a 
bed of violets; ſhe was obliged 2 
alſo, on account of her manly 
upper lip, to ſhave about once a 
fortnight, or oftener, if a birth- _ 
night or favourite rout intefer- . 
7 B 6 ey ed, 
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ed, or if ſhe made one at the 
queen of Taſte's harmonic 
meeting. As to the coterie, 
ſhe never tried to be ballotted 
in, being a pure virgin. And 
though her reputation was very 
dear to her, yet ſhe often with- 
ed to loſe the Principal ſupport 
of it, but in an honourable way, 
if Poſſible. Fs 5 


suppoſe the fair lady (in hes 


fifty-third year) ſeated at her 
toilet, for the nocturnal labour 
of laying her different charms 


in ſeparate boxes, till Phœbus 


| bad again inflamed the Eaſt 
{ome few hours the next morn= 
ing; ; her teeth were depoſited 


„ Þ1 a mall trunk; her eve-brows 


comb'd, 
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comb'd, and exactly folded up 
mim oiled flannel to give them a 
natural gloſs; the plaiſter for 
the face, with the carmine 
tinge, was conſtantly renewed ; 
as ſhe always flept in her uſual 
maſk, which happily peeled off 
in the night to give place for 

another next day. Every chink 


in the wainſcot, waſhing-boar + Þ 


and floor, in the chamber, was 
cautiouſly ſecured, through a. 


prudent fear, leſt the mice | 


| ſhould form a party, and begin 
with the good old lady's occa- 


_ fional faces before ſhe had done 


with them herſelf. Her hair 
and grand tower were put upon 5 
a little ſmiling block, that look 


8 ed to have an equal fund of 5 


humour 


— 
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humour with a milliner's doll. 
Indeed, the barbers have got 
into this toppith way of. their 
blocks; for which reaſon, you 
will often ſee a learned divine, 
a ſkilful Lan nes a barriſter 
of law, a lord judge, and a 
mayor + a corporation, having 
an ornamental wig, diſplayed 
= full proportion, (I dare not 
Lo ſay with propriety) on a w ooden | 
head, that ſeems to look, but 
never thinks; 5 and is as empty | 
as a lover's with, or a great 
man's promiſe. F ormerly, the 
fine gentleman and the beau let 
| their head ornaments grace the 
| ſhop of a barber occaſionally ; 
now they wear their own hair, 
5 they diſdain a W ooden_ ſubſti- 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 15 


tute, and carry real blocks, 
made of as unmeaning mate- 


rials, on their own ſhoulders ; 
which, by the addition of an 


inſenſible pair of eyes, a noſe 
ſtuffed with rappee, a tongue 
without reaſon, a horrid grin 
' that diſcovers a bad ſet of teeth, 
and a: ſtinking breath, makes 
them very entertaining animals . 
to the thoughtleſs of both 


ſexes. 


But to return to the lady, 


who is not very impatient, as F 


left her with an excellent glaſs 
of citron in her hand, to pre- 
vent her taking cold in chang- 
ing almoſt totally her daily ap- 
| pearance.— — Beck!” « Ma'am ?” p 
75 Did 
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—Did I look well to day * L 


—Y es Ma'am. “ Indeed 1 
thought ſo — Doctor Wiſe- 
acre and the Welih curate. 
eyed me all ſupper- time; — 
« well, well; I with they would 
& ſpeak about it—they are too 
"66: 


low in family indeed —no 


fortunes but the pulpit and i 
the bolus ; ; but I have been 
reſerved too long; 1 muſt 


« degenerate, take an infe- 
0b 


rior perſon, and forget diſ- 


tinction. Men marry no- 


thing but girls now, children; 
mere children — I ſee my 


folly—I ſhould have taken 
ſome inamorato ſooner 
living a veſtal does not agree 
with me — my conſtitution 


ä requires 
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requires a huſband, Becky, 


and one way or other muſt 
be had - though my brother 
expects my little affair ſhould 
deſcend to his city wife and 
progeny—bleſs him! he is a 


thoughtlefs man; and, let 


our wants be ever ſo great, 
« he is the laſt good friend in 
ſeeing them ſupplied — -In- 
' deed, I have been a great ſuf- 


ferer, by my too ſtrict reſerve 


and maiden-like deportment 
—ſnuff the candle girl.” — | 
Yes Ma'am. But, Ma'am, dd 
not my maſter adviſe you to 
go to Tunbridge for the wa- 
ters ?” „ Pſhaw, nonſenſe! 
he is a weak man, Beck—it_ 

is not T unbridge, nor Bath 
| ( F 
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«can be of ſervice to me; in 
ſhort, I muſt ſend for a phy- 
„ ſician different to any I have 
& had vet, and diſcover my 
„ caſe to him. Oh! heavens, 
4 what is here“ l which 
inſtant ſhe clapped her hand 
on her brown wrinkled neck, 
and catched my mother cloſe 
13 priſoner. 1 flew from Beck's 
handkerchief, where I then was, 
to her relief; poor and inſigni- 
ficant as I was, I bit her boldly, 
but in vain; ſhe kept her hand 
cloſe till Beck ſecured my un- 


1 fortunate mother, gave her a 


fatal nip, and put her into a 
little delf ſea of urine that 
ſtood under the toilet. I tried 
ſeveral times to leave Anna- 
bella, 
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della, but in vain; ſhe was put 
to bed; I faw the curtain drawn 
round; what miſery was before 


me! My dear parent deſtroyed; 
myſelf tranſported from Beck's 


healthful paſture, to a land as 
dry and barren as the Floridas, 
or ſome of our late truly valu- 
able Britiſh acquiſitions. Read- 
| er 5 one moment excuſe me- 
if grief will permit---I will 
take one nod with the old 


veſtal, and renew my tale. 


HAP. 
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5 CH A P.-E 
IRON J ſpcak of ma}? diſaſtrous 8 
Of moving accidents by fired and field; 


of hair-bread: h ſc cafes. in the imminent — 


breach ; 

of being taken by the inſolent fie 
And fe Id to fie Avery ; 3; of my redlemptic den thence, 
And Por tance of my travel. hi iftory ; 

1 Derein of antres vaſt, and deſer ts wild, 
Rough e rocks and bill— 


ROM twelve till one the 
veſtal flept;, I could not 
reſt for vexation above ten mi- 


nutes at a time. I travelled 


over 


OrukLIZO. 
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over the new land I w as thrown 
on, and muſt own I difliked to- 
tally the whole face of the coun- 


try; nor could I find one plea- 
ſant ſpot, even for a momen- 
tary reſidence ; at laſt, out of 
pure ſpite indeed, I began to 
5 bite her ey e-lids, chin, temples, 
and every part of her face 1 
could get to, through the guar- 
dian wall of paint. My ſevere 
twinges, and the effluvia of the 
paint getting through the pores 
of the ſkin, made her face ex- 
ceſſive painful—at two ſhe 5 
rung the bell her woman got : 
up, ill as ſhe was—a pomatum 


maſk was made to lay on her 


face, for fear of any ſevere in- 
jury being done to the exquiſite 


fineneſs 
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fineneſs of her complexion; | 
Which being done, the woman 


| retired, and the veſtal compoſed 


— — . _ . 


'. herſelf; but ordered the cham- 
ber-door to be left half open, 
for fear ſhe ſhould call again.— 
What an hair-breadth eſcape 
had I! being near the extre- 
mity of her forehead, I was 
ts innninent danger of being 
covered by her maſk; but I 
eſcaped— perhaps, reader, you 
will ſay you with I had not; 
but why ſo? though your pa- 
tience might have eſcaped being 
quite tired, the world would 
have loſt as valuable a hiſtory 
as one of the attic volumes of 
my dear ſiſter Macaulay.—All 
hiſtorians are of a family; then 
EE e n _ 


why may not I claim kindredꝰ 
—if my diminutive ſize is the 
. objection, that 18 a trifle ; it 
none 10 {mall as myſelf, yet I 8 
5 hope vou will allow others to 


be as entirely inſignificant; and 1 
that few, very few, eſcape the || 
cenſure of the literati, or com- 1 
mand their applauſe ſo muck 
as the above-mentioned lady. | | 
ſhe ſeems to glow with that  Þ 
truly Roman ſpirit that graced 
the breaſt of an antique Briton, 


in thoſe happier days of uncor- 
rupted integrity, before the vote 
of a poor man was ſold for a 
= bribe—the honour of a great 
man for a ſeat in St. Stephen's 
| Chapel or his country for a 
Place at Court. You lee, gentils, a 
little 
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little heart like mine, that feels 
the generous ſwell of patriotic 
virtue, is truly animated, and 


every accent fired with the ſa- 


cred theme; I exiſt as heroic. as 
Wilkes, and can declaim like the 
little Parſon, who, like Doctor 
Squintum of late pious memo- 
ry, has a carnal eye and a ſpi- 
ritual eye— 
beams benign to the temple of 
honour and friendſhip, the ren- 
devouz of the firſt ſpirits of the 
age, the other caſts a wiſhful 
look, even to the diſtant ken 
of ever-envied Lambeth ;—as 
if true dignity was confined to 
 lawn-ſleeves; or if it was not 
better to breathe the air of this 
 once-boaſt land of freedom, as 
a pre- 


-and, Whilſt one 


G 
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a preterver of his country, a 
champion of her cauſe, or a de- 
{troyer of her rights, and de- 
ſpoiler of her charters - But 
leſt I make you imbibe the 
Pythagorean philoſophy, and - 


think there is a real tranſmigra- 


tion of ſouls, that the cauſe of 
our deſertion from every virtue, 
is, that inſects now have no- 


bler informed intcilects than 
man—or leſt I convince you, 


man, lordly man, fallen and 
degenerate as he is, may be 
taught to bluſh at the worth and 


guilelc h ſentiment of an inſect; 


L conclude my digreſſion with 
ſaying, according to the ſpirit, 
the virtues, the worth, the hoſ- 
pitality, the generoſity of old 

e times, 
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times, I ſhould have gloried to 
have been born a man-like Bri- 
ton ;—butnow—asy, what now; 
—my old lady ſcreams out,— 
rings her bell, and puts us all 
in confulion and uproar.— 
What can be the matter? the 
devil quiet her, I ſay ; and I be- 


9. 


lieve I do not ſpeak for myſelf 

5 alone — but the ſecond in com- 
mand in a family, (ſometimes 
the firſt) as well as in a ſtate, 
will be obeyed. —PBeck--Jane-- 
| where are my huſſeys? a ſpright! 
a {pright! — = Beck, Jane, Do- 
rothy, I am ruined ! undone! 
will nobody hear me away 

ran the laſſes to madam Anna- 
bella, almoſt as totally uncover- 
ed as the three fair candidates 


for 
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for the golden apple: bleſs me, 
madam ! what is the matter 
the matter, madam! why the 
room is haunted; call up the 
chaplain, let us go to our devo- 
tions ;—not I, ſays one, by my 
troth— nor I, ſays another, by 
my truly ; the doctor is a mid- 
dle-aged man, madam; and to 
go as one now is—dear bleſs us! 


the fleſh might be worſe than 


the ſpirit, I warrant you: O! 
what is that! what is that on 
the {tair-caſe ! dear bleſs us! 
all as white as my ſmock! out 
they ran into the gallery; the 
old lady, wanting her high- 


heeled ſhoe, Rs after; when, 


to their ſurprize, the good doc. 
tor, a country lawy er, Mr, and 


03-0 Mrs. 8 
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Mrs. Waitfor't, and all the men 
ſervants, ran wild about, and, 
by the repeated exclamations 


in Annabella's room, thought 
the houſe had been on fire ; at 


lait one man (whom we will call 
beter) held up the candle, and 
| called out, A ghoſt! 2 ghoſt! 
lay it doctor —fpen 2k Greek to 
it for heaven's take — quickly, : 
do tor. —All were alike alarm 
ed; and what was the real 
cauſe ? the imaginary ſpirit was 
gone dow n ſtairs, and the 3004 
veſtal was taken for the real 


one. An impudent Dane dog 


(not the ONLY been dog in 
© 0 world) bel: inn to the 
country law ver, 1 moitly Mhite, 
1 and of a lar: x7 1 was left a- 


lep 
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_ ſleep. by the Kitchen-lire, but 
having no great reaſon to com- 
mend the hoſpitality of the fa- 


mily, had taken the advantage 


of the night to prowl, like a 
wolf, for prey; when, on en- 
tering the old lady's chamber, 
he ſmelt the fragrance of the 
pomatum-maſk, he thought he 
had found a prize, and pluck- 
ing off the greaſy morſe], was 
playing with it on the ſtair- 


caſe, where the maids ſaw the 1 
ſuppoſed ſpirit. The poor lady 


appeared to be (if I may uſe an 
Iriſhiſm) ſcalped on the face, on 

which remained the tint of the 
paint, the greaſe of the maſk, 
* wrinkles of the 1kin, and where : 

it could be wy a dark olive 


0 3 com- 
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__ complexion, which altogether 
made the lady perfectly fright- 
ful indeed. With the reflec- 
tion of the candles, —all were 
alarmed at her; : the poor lady 
was as much amazed at their 
aſtoniſhment, and, in the ter- 
ror of her mind, forgot the re- 
cent horrors of her form; in 
| ſhort, it beggared all deſcrip- 
tion; none but the pencil of an 
Hogarth, could deſcribe the real 
ridiculous ſituation, as it then 
appeared; till at length they 
were relieved from their fears 
by the poor dog, who hearing 


his maſter's voice amidſt this 


little confuſion of Babel, (for 
every voice ſpoke, and every 
lap- dog barked) ran to his mat- 

5 . = ter 
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ter with the maſk in his mouth, 
made a total diſcovery of the 
_ cauſation of cauſes, and ſigned 
the truly mirthful cataſtrophe _ 
of this new and original Come- 
dy of e errors. 


N ot to dwell too long upon 
one ſubject, ſuppoſe the fright 
over, the family once more com- 
poſed in their ſeveral beds, my- 
ſelf {till rioting on the borrow- 
ed ſweets of Annabella, when 


Mos 1 have wiſhed. a lover in my 


Place; and I believe her wiſhes | 
and mine in this point were re- 
ciprocal nine o'clock came; 
daylight in all genteel e 


riſing from wa Fidget came 


in and aſſiſted : — Fidget was 
44 ber 


her woman's name. 
can 1 tel! Jt 2: do 1 {urvive the 
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But oh! 


horrors of the tftorm? I was 
catched, ſqueezed, put into A 


baſon where the lady had waſh- 


ed with almond-pow der, to be 


drowned ; but, as luck would 
have it, A ſmall bit of the ſhell 
of an almond floated on the wa- 
ter, into which I had but juſt 
firength to kip, where I lay 
concealed for a time, in hopes 
pet to hve to oblige the world 
with theſe truly valuable and 


intereſting memoirs. 


Fleven o clock.—A French- 


lila called with a leetel ivoory 


cath, drawn by von flea, to 
the ver grande aſtoniſhment of 
de 
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de peuple de Grand Bretagne, 
who are ver curieux 1n dere 
obſervations on dis ſurpriſing 
animal; and what is more great 
wonder, it has amazed the whole 
Royal Society of London; by 
gar, the priſh is but von leetel 
thelling von perſon.—In ſhort, 


he was introduced, When to 5 


Monſieur's great morti fication 


e found, on opening his box, 


his flea dead with being too 
ſtrait laced in his mimic har- 
| neſs; he runs out to Beck, my 
dear madame, they tell a me 
vou be von fille de chambre, 
vill you get 2 me von leetel flea 
a live, and e w. ill make vou 
von proferits. of von Engliſh 
half=crow 3 be ver quicx; me 

8 5 £m 
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be be in von grand confuſion ; 
me fall loſe mon ver great re- 
putation among zſt the Englite 
virtoſos; be ver quick, my pret 
maid, and vou fall ſee vat me 
vill do. Up runs Beck, finds 
me ſtill alive, and, to his great 
joy, ſells me to monſicur for de 
half Crow n.—In ſhort * Was 
5 harneſſed ; a red rag was put 
to my Reet, in w bich my ſmall 

| legs naturally hung; and he, 
pulling a {ring tied to the rag, 
_ dragged me alone, and made 
me haul his td Joy after 
me for a quarter of an hour, to 


the great amazement of ſix | 


thoughtleſs | 1pectators, who 
wondered at monſieur's great 


wit and fagacity, II tutoring ſo 
mall 
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{mall an animal to ſo great per- 
fection; — When, oh credulous 
believers! when that was the 
verv firtt hour of m redemp- 
tion fromthe perilous flood, and 
being fold to flavery, how much 
would the tuition of a moment 
inftruct me. I bid farewel to 
Mr. Waitfor't's, with the little 
Frenchman ;z we traverſed m any 
ſtreets, called at ſeveral gentecl 
houtes, and were as genteclly 
received ; to much was the ge- 
neral atoniſtunent of the won 
dler-loving people of Great Bri- 
_ tun.—One ſaid 1 gugnt to be 
preſented. to his M-——, who }. 


loved curiofities ; , „ that 


J ought to appear at the public 
exhibitions in Spri ing-Gardens; 
8 - — a 
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a third, (a ſon of Galen) in- 
finitely ſurpaſſing the reſt of 
my admirers, particularly, ad- 
„Ned my matter to make me a 
preſent to Crane-Court, where 
might amaze the virtuoſos of 
the age, and be enrolled amon git 
the cer valuable collection of 
the Roval Society, during my 
life; and, at my deceaſe, (could 
he know the unfortunate Era) 
ne would himſelf (he ſaid) im- 
mortalize my memory, and a- 
natomize me for a ikeleton, to 
be depoſited in the Britiſh Mu- 
{cum ; and he did not doubt, 
as the poets were now very nu- 
merous, moſtly grave, moral, 
ſententious, wit and humour be- * 
ing entirely baniſhed from the 
+ Preſs 


ADVENTURES o oF A FLF A. 


37 


preſs and ſtage, as being tw in- 
brothers to immorality and pro- 
tanenets, though not in the leaſt 
related, or even acquainted ſo 
far as a tea-vitit ;—this preciſe- 
neſs makes our comedy inof- 
tentive in the repreſentation, | 
and moſt excellent opiates for 2 
winter's evening in the cloſet; 
the beſt e in the world; 
—(as to ſenſe and diction I do. 
not meddle withal; thoſe ! leave 


entirely out of the queſtion) b 


but to the purpole : thoſe mo- 
dern writers, chiefly deligliting 
in elegiacal compoſitions, might 
be prevailed on to w rite a very 
pathetic monody on this ſur- 


| priſing little animal; — ſome 


may be partial, and Weep 3 0 


thers 
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thers may take an opiatical wink 
or nod on the occation ; but va- 
rious men various minds: the 
Frenchman then pulls out his 


box, on tecing Which the other 


exclaims, rappce, do vou take 
rappec? taſte mine; what do 
vou call this, Monſieur Taiter * 


ology bon—ver good, en . 


rité! excellent! me was never 
take berter=me would like ſuc h 
chaque moment de ma vie; — 

—he then puts. his hand in His 


pocket, and draws to view a 


| Keleton of A handkerchief— 


e much obligd—y ou recom- 


mendez Monſieur ! de grand 
phy ſician can do ver much vid 
the grand patient in my favour, 
if 46 gr and Patient no die and ::: 
Set 
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get out of his hands; much 
oblige en verite. [ Ex! Monſieur, 
bowing cy {os . 


The doctor, after a little re- 
view, opens his box for another 

pinch, when, to his great ſur- 
prize, he miſled a ſix-and- thirty 
ſhillings piece which he had 
depoſited | in the regions of ſnuff | 
for ſafety. .---Having been tw vice 
out of town that morning, in 


order to take the air himſelf, 1 


and to make his neighbours be- 


= lieve he was of infinite conſe- 


quence in the phy ſical world, 
and having been robbed of 
twenty guineas on Hampſtead- 
Heath but two days before, he 
had taken this uſeful caution 


of 
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of reſerving only filver in his 
purſe; added to this loſs, he 


Was alſo extremely near and mi- 
ſerable; nor could he be rank 
ed as a firſt-rate phyſician, cither | 
ND conſequcncc, fortune, or ap- 
| Pearance -- had ſas; ity cnough, 


however, to diſcover Monſicur L 


pinch ha d the eſſence of gold 


as well as violet to repair his 
loſs therefore, in part, initead 
ok a diſh of turtle or fowl, he 


fat dow n to dinner at three. 


PR clock on the ſecond edition of 


a leg of nautton haſhed 1 in broth . 


and, to ict his whole family a 


= n example, ſaid he could not 
; but that it was ſometimes 


45 = unw holeſome, to be ſenſible 


of 5 loſs of appetite, as it cor- 


rected 
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rected the juices, was an aſtrin- 


gent to the nerves, and gave 
people proper time to unload 


the overcharge of the ſtomach, 
by totally voiding (before the 


renewal of food) the Whole 


compound of excremental com- 
buſtibles : wind indeed might 
be the conſequence of an extra- 
h ordinary evacuation — - but it 
might alſo be parted W rith, ex- 
cluded by exploſion, when in 
its extreme fury, to the great 
caſement of the ſtomach, and 


the whole fundamental parts in 


cencral; and to---John, bring 


me 2: pipe---and, do vou hear 


the news- -curſethe French, Ifay | 
--Il with I had never icen their 


learned fiea --- that an unin- 
ſtructed 


— Rx 77 5 
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{tructed peaſant, as I mav call 
him, ſhould play me ſuch a |! 
tnck—it was a palpable. cheat 
one would have thought he 
had ſtudied pliyſic, or taken out 
8 diploma without any ſtudy at 
all. -Oh! the news---ſhut the 
door John--w hat is here, let- 

ters from Aquire Wilkes and 
parſon Horne to the end of the 
chapter; phoo ! here is a de- 
fendibus and a circumbendibus C 
= hat is all this to me ? --- no 
more than my lord North or 
my lord South, or my lord any 
body elſe ; w hat is a lord to me, 
but when he Wants a phyſician? 
— politics! dn; politics! the 


news of the alley, indeed, Or the = 


* veekly | bills, to fee how my 


brothers 
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brothers have increafed or de- 
creaſed their patients, were well 
enough ; but we have nothing 
in the papers but politics: or 
| cuckldom, or ad . dry de- 
ſcription of madam Cornelvs's 
carraway-comfit feaſt; though, 
by the bye, ſhe is a good friend 
to the doctors; the bliſters and 


8 the gliſters, the draught and the | 


boluſes, and ſometimes the pills, 


are the natural conſequences of. 
her ſcenes of midnight revelry --- 


d -1 the little Frenchman 
 ooodio, well thought ; ; John, 
bring out my chariot——old 
Squeezum the bruſhmaker, near 


Smock alley, in the city, is dy- 
ing ; he cannot, in the courſe 


of nature live twelve hours, and 
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if he ſhould die before I pay 
him ee 1 lote ano- 


ther fee, and in all human 
probability my lat tce ; --- not 


that I think his wife w ould re- 


gret much the loſs of the mo- 


: ney, * were dead before I 
came.---She * 2 prudent Wo- 


1 


man, and knows the * orld. 5 
5 theſe cits pay very w en, as their 


extortions frighten thera molt 


damnably j they pay for advice 
in a mwholefale way, though 
they ſell in retail; and will 


ſwallow phyſic: as cordially when 


ſick, as they w ill fy allow . ipt- 
cream and cheeſecakes in their 


walks at Whitſuntide---d---n 
| the French, though--a ſervant 
runs in- -hey! 1 * hat, vou come 


W ithout : 
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without manners, Sir.---Sir, I 
| had forgot, lady By-Faddle de- 
ſires vou would be with her at 
ſix, to confult about embalm- 
ing her monkey in the Egyp- 
tian way; — you know Sir, it 
died of x cold, and ſhe ſees no 
company he tends word the. 
dies till the tees you z -for ſhe 
believes it is to lie in ſtate next 
week - ell, well, I will 80——— 
lie in ſtate! ſtrange infatua- 
tion! but, probably, it is not the 
firſt monkey that has come to 
that honour, though he tound 


+I 28 difficult as ſome other ver * 


great folks (that would be) to 
get a coat of arms for his eſcut- 8 
cheon.---But, Sir, as I told you 
before, the dies till ſhe ſees you; 
1 
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and ſhe may die when ſhe does 
ſees me, if I get any thing by 
it.---Odſo; well, well, let the 
cit die in peace then; what 
care I for the loſs of a man, if 
I can get more by a monkev. 


John, drive towards Soho 1 
jumped the doctor; 1 — the old | « 


chariot cried out peccavi in a 
ſorrowful creak ; ſmack goes 
the whip, and the two poor old 
mares ſhamble on at the hum- 
ble rate of three miles an hour. 


5 Perhaps you may aſk me, 
how I heard all this? I will tell 
you; my little French maſter, 
in his haſte to get out of the 
Houle, dropt me in the hall, by 
* the parlour-door, wv here I over- 
heard 
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| heard it all; nor dared he make 
a demand of me till the doctor 
had drove off; when, truſting 
to the doctor's prudence 1n ne- 
ver telling a tale to a ſervant he 
might think would only occa- 
ſion a laugh, he ventured to en- 
quire for me, where I was im- 
mediately found, to his great 
ſatisfaction; though, after what 
had happened, I think nobody 
but a Frenchman could have 
had the effrontery to have aſk- 
ed for me at all. In ſhort, we 
went to his lodgings at a bar- 
ber's and perriwig-maker's, up 
three pair of ſtairs; when, be- 
ing nearly arrived at the top, 


his foot ſlipt, and down he fell 


upon the ming am landing- 
Place, 
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place, broke his coach entirely 
to pieces, and unharnefled me, 
in order to replace his little ma- 
terials, when luckily the bar- 
ber's bor, taking hold of my 
chain, broke my collar, and ſet 
me once more at liberty 1—1 
inſtantly ikipt upon his ſhoul- 


der, where I recovered a pro- 


tection in the dirty fold 5 of his 
neckcloth, and was once more 

redeemed and reſcued from the 
molt perilſome Captivity. 


Now, reader, if thou haſt any 
ſhort occaſional afl air to do, diſ- 
patch it with all poſſible haſte, 
and begin the next chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, It. 


continue at the Barker's; ---play the Fool, 
and meddle too deep in Love Affairs ; == 
V wife it the World again ;---go to the Court; 
---but as you will find the whole Contents 
of the Chapter by reading it, Twill ſpare 
my Preamble, and begin. 


Remained at the barber's nine 

days; I reveled on the beds 
when I pleaſed, unmoleſted ; as 
cleanlineſs was not one of the 
virtues that deigned to grace 
the eaſe-loving miſtreſs of this 
| ſeldom diſturbed manſion. 


L lived on Robin, the ap- 
prentice; ſometimes on Jane, 
the daughter; - ſometimes ON--= 
Vol. 1. 2 in 
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in ſhort, I lived in pleaſure and 
_ hvcury, and paſſed my time very 
joyous amongtt a numerous ſet 
of companions ; — we had all 
the follies, and moſt of the vices 
of the age; we had our co- 
teries, our aſſemblies, our galas, 
our court-days, and every ſen⸗ 
qual ſatisfaction, to the higheſt | 
perfection; and as for our con- 
ſtancy in love affairs, there we 
rivaled the human world; there 
was not a black beau of the 
whole tribe, but what had a lit- 
tle ſeraglio; nor a female, but 
what had a ſcore of gallants at 
her private ſervice ; indeed, we 
hal no court of judicature, or 
Mercy op many a poor diſco- 
vered offender !. what damage 


would 
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would our little black huſbands 


have procured ? for, in truth, 1 


mult ſay, we were almoſt as 


wanton as the votaries of love 
are at preſent in the great world; 


but I am myſelf a lover and be- 
loved; no veſtal, but an errant 


willing female, ſubject to all 
the frailties of my ſex; how 
then, as a moral ſentimental. 


writer, can I] be ſevere on the 


Occaiton ? how ſhall I lead my 


page ſufficiently with proper 


reflections ? how bring vice and 


virtue to a laudable contraft * I 


cannot do it: 1 mutt leave it to : 
{ome abler Pen :---but, if I in- 


ſtruct not, yet will I not on fend, 
by telling you repeated ſtories 
of my love ady entures, after the 
De. wier 


„ Gy —— 
E 
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manner of moſt of our modern 

novels, which are filled with no- 
thing elſe. I could pleaſe you by 
taking you out of one continued 


beaten path, to numerous freſh _ 


inroads, though they might be 
leſs entertaining; a very few 
years have ſupplied us with 
dving memoirs enough to 


charm the ſucceſſive mnnamora- 


tos of a century 3 if I can but | 
pleaſe, I am content as to the 


reſt; and, if novelty is my only 


merit, let me be accepted, only 
till a more happy rival ſhall de- 


E throne me. Indeed, the effects 


of love are now viſible on me; 
and, as I am advanced ſix days 
in my pregnancy, it is plain 1 

have not been too rigid to the 
tte 
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| little tops.---Hark ! is not that 
Robin below, the Alderman's 
valet ? It is the ſame; what can 
he want? I have heard much 
of the good, the affable, the 
generous, the laurel-claiming 
_ patriot; the friend, the virtuous 
friend, of the human kind; 1 
have often wondered how man, 
the lordly king of the fair globe, 
could ever degenerate into worſe 
than inſect e for re- 
ward, when tuch true honours 
grace the ſons of undefiled in- 
tegrity that praiſe that ſeents 
to ſoar beyond the tongue of 
man, that clainis its ſource from 
heaven; that dies not with the 
form, but, like the ſoul, im- 
mortal, exifts to different ages 
D 3 on 
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on the loving tablets of every 
Srateful mind; — even their 
tombs (the dumb preiery ers of 
their ſacred relics) are honour- 
ed to poſterity.---S50 much for 
morals.---I muſt ſee this Briton 
with a Roman foul; ay, the 
very wig is dreſiing. In ihort, 
1 went down ftairs on the cat, 
whoſe gueſt 1 then was, gave 
her a hearty twinge by way of 
a ſpur, who immediately leap- 
e upon the chair, from w hence 
1 had an eaty 1kip to Robin, 
which 1 very ſoon effected, and 
tri om thence I leaped into the 
cloſe u ecettes of the umbrageous 
wig, \ which w as ſoon hung upon 
a ſupporter in a little wooden 
box; a kind of icdan, la ies, 
where 
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where 1 was carried as gay as 
vourlelves but what J eitcem 
tie mott v: al uable incident of 
my life, Was the being uſhered 
into the drefling-room, which 
contained this modern wonder; 
where, with the wig, I was 
taken out of the box, which 
might be compared as an ifland 
or a nation to the whole globe; 
---the wig being a very incon- 
fiderable part of the covering 
of that ever glorious patriot.--- 
You will doubtleſs allow me to 
be à geographer as well as an 
hiſtorian; and 1 do not know, 
but 1 may C: alculate nearly as 
well as fume of ray wiſer bre- 
thren have done bck Tre me. At 
lait we arrived at the palace, 
| 43-4 when 
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when my impatience ſoon ſub- 


ſided; I faw the land of un- 


meaning bows and pleafureleſs 
miles; where the {ervile cringe 
of the courtier, would in vain 
aſſume the ever cordial, the ſen- 
timental beam of frien dihip : ——— 
how languid, poor and inſipid! 
_ where common: place civility on- 
ly flows from the tongue, and 
ſcarcely animates the deceitful 
ſentiment; where profefſions 
are as numerous as the ſtars, 
yet as far from the light as the 
centre: where cnvy wears the 
mark of beauty to deceive, and 


vice the gard of virtue to he- 


tray: bur when I looked on the 
Patriot, and conſicered well the 
cauſe of his appearance there, 


that | 
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that his voice was the voice of 
nations, and that the prayers of 
millions hung upon his tongue, 
how was I ſtaggered and amaz- 
ed at this reception; I meddle 
but little with politics, nor am I. 

acquainted with the latent cauſes 

of the movement of the great; 
and indecd, when ] reflect that 
all mankind are born to error, 
ought I to wonder that the fame 
eternal hand that guides the 
peaſant, will alſo guide the King; 
and give or refuſe the radiance 


ment to that ſteady management 
of human affairs, that, like So- 

lomon, he may rejoice in the 
_ wiidom of his deed ! or that he. 
can caſt a ſable cloud over the. 
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intellc< ö, that | his Voice only 


can ever diſperſe. Be that as 
it mav, all have not their happy 
hours; nor is tlie juſt man cver 
freed from contempt, though 
honour encircled his head like a 
coronet, and virtue heamed on 
his breaſt beyond the fainter 
luſtre of a ſtar. To end the 
* iſit at once, the patriot return- 
ed in contempt; thoſe whom 
he ſtyled the betrayers, ſmiled 
in derifion at him as he paſt, 
and thought themſelves bleſt in 
the Untlenen $ of his influence: — 
even the once- admired Auguſta, : 
the queen of cities, like anci- 
ent Rome, reduced to modern 
nothingneſs, bowed her head, 5 
and wept... Britannia ſtill the 


8 . | Zuar- 


-oS- 


ir 
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guardian of her greatneſs, bid 


her vet be cicared, and hope 
for fairer hours, when honour, 
with his goldzn trump, ſhould. 
wake her ſons to the remem- 
8 ot their former virtues ! 


Ihe patriot had one latisfaction 
in OE through the court to 


his carriage; he received the 
applauſe To th Qufands x - unbor- 
rowed gratitu de, and unkired 

2pplauſe | --= the unt:.ught ien- 


fibility of the people rouſed the 


patriot with yet keener pangs.— 


Yet, ſays he, yet will I deſtroy 
theſe blood-ſuckers of the land! 
=o] thought he mentioned me 
and my ancient race ; ſtung with 
rage, F Hew into the orifice of 


the found, and beat 2 tattoo in 
D 6 his 


de ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 


his head; he w as much alarm- 
ed at my inſect daring, and re- 
turned from the palace to his 
Hhouſe as literally as mentioned ; 
in our public prints, with a flea 
in his ear. --- As ſoon as I per- 


ceived. my Miike I hurried | 


out, and ſat penſive on his neck- 


cloth, which he changed in a 


few hours, with me upon it ; 
when , unſeen, was packed up 
amidſt a great quantity of foul 
= linen, and in the ſpace of four 
5 days conveyed to the care of 
Mrs. Suds, a lady famous for re- 
| covering loſt whiteneſs. "The 
day of purifying being come, I 
Nas conveyed tothe waſh-houſe; 
ſaw the copper boiling; heard 
the women ſcolding; the maids 


en 
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ſinging doleful anthems to my 
exit, in all the tragic pomp of 
fame- reſounded heroes; I was 
to die; nay, ſo ſure was 2 of” 
inevitable fate, I began, like a 
condemned criminal, to view _ 


with moderate compoſure, the 


nearer and more ſtern approaches 
of terrible death; in ſhort, one 
end of my winding-ſheet, the 
neckcloth, was put into th 
foaming-tub, white with the : 
clarifying ſoap; when, on a 
ſudden, my ſhe-executioner be- 
gan to yawn, and wiſh for tea- 
time, as warmly as a Cevotee 
for the hour of devotion. Tca- 
time formerly killed a tedious 15 
hour with the polite world,. — 
where chit- chat Was wit; im- 
perti- 
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pertinence, freedom: and good 
brez:hngs; where ſcandal liſped 


baneful as the tongue oi the 


adder, and the defamation of 
the abſent circulated with ſpirit 
and uncommon electricity .thro* -- 


a genteel circle. Now it is be- 


come of ſtronger uſe, it is made 


an eſſential requiſite, even in 


the loweſt ſphere—lI mean a 
requiſite tolife--for many an ho- 


neſt pains-taking * oman could 


as ſoon abandon gin and low 


ſpirits, as this Chineſe vegeta- 
ble ſpecics of idolatry night and 


; morning. But to procced; ſhe 
groaned, and withed it was tea- 

= time, and leiſurely pulled out a 
nuff- box, almoſt the only thing 
55 we like now that bears the leaſt 
relation 


_ 


* 


nceges again). 
that there was a paragr um in 
the news-paper about it; and 
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: f : an 8 | : . i : , - | 
relation to the Twecu:—rigat 


Scotch, Mrs. Scourum : won't 


vou 3 a little - mighty 
good, indecd, Mrs. Suds but | 
vou that waſh for ail the qua- 
lity, knows what s w hat, as I 
may ſay or who ſhould know 
—dear bleſs us, how it makes 
me--ſneezc--ay, ap; it is a lit- 


tle of Rowlev's Britiſh herb that 
makes it ſo ſtrong; =I] take it 


to ma ake me long-lived (ſneehes * 
Ever ſince the Ducheſs of So- 
merſet recommended it to make 


people live long and fee double 
you know 


you know it mui} be true, be- 


cauſe it was printed ; ay, that it 


muſt 
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w. riters now this every thing ; ; 


they take of Rowley or Evans, 


I warrant em, or they would 
2 know no more tnan other peo- 
ple; but I cannot afford it Mrs. 
Suds ; for my part, I have al- 
ways been a hard-working wo- 
man; I have had fix huſbands 
8 Mg eto children, all born 
alive, and I do not care who 
knows It We ought to take 
- pains in this life, for we was not 
born to be idle; no truly, Mrs. 
| Scourum, we were not: indeed 
I never was married, but I know 
the whole buſineſs of a family 
life without it. ---Let me ſee; 1 
have been at different times 
houſe-kceper to thirteen ſingle. | 


gen- 
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ventlemen, therefore it muſt be 
ſuppoſed F know how to ma- 
nage matters as w ell as the beſt. 
of them.---I hate your igno- 
ranimums that know nothing, 
and ſcorn to be taught; for my 
8 part, 1 was always willing to 
learn all I could; and the beſt 
edification can ſay no more. 


So one is but willing to do as 


one is bid, it is every thing, 
Mrs. Scourum.---At Ppronoun- 
cing the laſt word, a violent 
ſcream was heard to proceed 
from Betty and Judy, the two 
maids, who had liſtened to this 
matron's ſublime converſation; 
whilſt, for want of f treth ſ upply 
of water, the bottom of the 
copper Was burnt out, and all 
5 the -. 


1 | 1 * 
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the cart 10S, that Th Werwent the 
Oper, at i011 OL ÞG.:! 1g; V ere burnt 
to a cinder. This terrible diſ- 
ate 4 ture them al TH {0 the ut- 


i) 


ik coniuſion ; q ary! ditrrefs; at 


Hrſtet they ran abo: ut * iid a 28 the SEE | 


watche 5 in Macbeth, till their firſt 


frenzy abated, which 1a ted long 
end ugh to let every rag be cn- 
tirely conſumed, when water 
uas prudently rhouzht of as a 
proper extinguiner to the fatal 


element * = --Sevcral heip- 


ing hands came in upon them, 

among {t the reſt, an impudent 
young fellow, a ſervant at the 

next 0 a rich zolitician, 

was one; he pulled out the 
neckdoth to {lap Judy over the 
face with the wet end of it; and, 


in 
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in his play, diſencaced me from 


the tolds of the muſlin, Khich 


made me once more a f: ee Bri= | 


ton; when 1 leapt upon Bir. 


Rober t, and fat again at my cate 
upon a halt-ſhirt he wore to 
keep his whole one c:can in a 
morning, till he waited at din- 
ner, commonly called the lac- 
quey's ſham ;--well, I went home 
with Robert to Sir Gilbert Grub- 


worm's, an elegant houſe, en- 
tirely well rarnithed: and, as 
times go, as well inhabited. As 
the owner of the houſe was a 


patriot, al politicians a virtuoſo, 


a {worn foe to the Dutch, and 


as violent an enemy to the Scotch, 


-- who, he ſwears, have made 
conttant invaſions upon South- 
Britain, 
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Britain, ever ſince Jamie taught 
them the method in the ycar 


fifteen ; and what they could 


not conquer with their ſword, 
they have effected with their 
tongues, moſt of which are hung 
in the filver key of well-tuned, 
andever-welcome flattery : ſome 
affert they now rival the Iriſh, 
with the ladies, in the moſt 0 
pleaſurable qualifications of life; 


and that the drone of the bag- 


Pipe, well- tuned and ornament- 
ed, is more than equal to an 
Iriſh lilt. I am no judge of mu- 
ſic, and therefore cannot deter- - 
mine; but this I know, or at 
leaſt have heard, that ſeveral 
5 ladics, nd ſome amongſt them 


of great diſtin tion, have owned 


(fans | 


| 
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(Janus flatterie) that their inſtru- 


ments are entirely delectable, 
and greatly preferable tothe ſoft, 
languid, dulcet ſounds of Italian 


harmony, who rather compoſe 


the ſenſes, than w ake them to 
perfect enjoyment. All I have 


to ſay is, that experienced dames 


of fifty, are beſt able to give in- 
ſtruction to a future age of Bri- 
tiſh maids, who are moſtly fo 
chaſtely old, as never to think of 
pleaſurable amuſements tillturn- 
ed of thirteen : but it grows 
late; I am half aſleep; and I 

believe, reader, thou art in the 
_ tame comfortable ſituation; ſup- 

Pole I oblige us both, and ſhut 


up the hiſtoric page of this ſen- 


| timental memoir ; ſo ſhall I 


awake 


— —— —— 
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awake with new vigour to write 


the next chapter, and you to 


read it; through which friend- 


ly conſideration I ay down my | 
pen for a time. — Odſo, well 
thought! one thing mutt be 


done before I cloſe the chapter ; 


have given the knight's cha- 


: racter, I will juſt touch the out- 


lines of the lady ;--ſhe was mar- 


ried to the knight in the vear 
{itty, being then twenty-ſeven 
only ; {till a beauty in her own 
opinion, the continues childiſh, 


pettith, v ain, immoderately fond 


of her own Opinion, without 
common talents to form one; 


loves admiration as well as ever, 


and, ſome ſav, laments too feel- 


ingly the decaying faculties of 
5 the 


t 


TP 
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the knight, who was at this time 


fſixtv-leven, und no very ſted- 
N q | ) 


| have faid enough; — a word 


to the wife is ſufficient. Adieu. 


* 
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CHAP. 1 


Hiftorica Account of Sir Gilbert Grub- 


worm and my Lady ,---a ſtrong Allerca- 
lion for the good of the Nation ;---a Vifit 
from Dr. Sagely ; — a ſtrange Embar- 
aſſment, and ſeveral other accidental, as 
well as incidental Affairs, render this 
Chepter as truly valuable an ein 
as the 1 15 er. 


\IGHT oclock in the 
morning, I left the garret 


with Mr. Robert; being got into 


a new family, curioſity (you ſee 


by this I am a true female) 


would not let me enjoy the a- 


greeable diſorder on the bed, 
| batt W hile he was employing 
himſelf in putting on a clean 


ſham, 
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 tham, though, by the bye, the 
_ dirty one was by far the moſt 
comfortable to one of my ſickly 
mould, I ſat on his ear; vet I : 
reſumed my place on the clean 
one, where I fat perched to ſee 
all, hear all, and tell all, with 
gotlip-like UNPATIENCE: 


The Geng opened at nine; 
Sir Gilbert, lady Grubworm, and 
the young Miſs Sophy at break- 
| faſt; Robin and I waited ; lady 
Grubworm exclaimed, Beſſy! 
here's news, girl! odſo; odſo; we 
| ſhall have a turn of times. 
lt is ſaid a great e 
« once in England, 1s going to 

„ reſide in Germany.”—Well, 
well; it's well it's no worſe— 
Gad, it will do — for look'ee, 
e Beſſy, 


 =4:. ADVENTURES OF 4 FLEA. 


Beflr, if that is the caſe, my 
Lord of B- „Will continue 
abroad, and the Scotch influence 
will be greatly abated: how my 
blood rites at the name of a 
Scotchman I am all in a fer- 
ment at the thought! — What | 
execution had I Joe, if I had | 
led an army at the battle of 
Culloden! — zounds ! I ſhould 
have ſo peppered, and ſo be- 
1 laboured them! — - what, With 
papa's great gun, mamma? — 
huſh, Sophy! buth, child !— 
not a word; ; When papa and 1 
are talking on ſtate affairs, not 
a word, Sophy! here's your 
doll? Dear mamma, I never look | 
at dolls now; — Why I was thir- |. 
teen laſt Martlemaſs, and folks 

oh ay ; 
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jay I'm too big for it. I'm furs 


Nits Harriet Rompiſh was but 


fourteen when ſhe run off to 


Scotland with Thomas, the poſ- 


tillion; - ſure I ought to know 
when people begin to be women! 
— Nay, and the told me but 


two days before ſhe went 


off, ſhe had wanted a huſband. 


— — — —— 


for two long years together; 
and Pm ſure two years is a long, 
long time, papa, to wiſh for a 


thing before one can come at it. 
--The knight ſeemed aſtonithed 
at his daughter's ripening capa- 
city, and rolled a pair of round 
uncommon large eyes at my 
lady, as a token of wonder ; 


ſome people would call it gog- | 


E 2 „ ing; 
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eling;- but I tereſt all vulgar 
expreſſions. 


But leſt the reader ſhould 


entertain a ridiculous idea of the 
knight, who really was a very 


reſpectable perſon, and almoſt _ 


a 
cc 
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half a patriot, I muſt relate 
_ SirGilbert's amazement, and his 
_ obſervations on Miſs Sophy's 
_ expreſſions : < Do you hear, my 
lady! why the girl's ſpoilt ;--- 
I am amazed—to Scotland! 
' —confound the Scotch again, 


ſay I !—how they plague us! 


hy that ſame marriage- 


act was made inſtrumentally 
good for them; — and when 
they cannot ſufficiently plague 


us at home, gd they marry | 


, us, 
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6 
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us, and ſet a mark of ven- 


geance on us all our lives 


after!“ "0 F 8 Sir Gil- 
bert! — do not talk ſo diſre- 
ſpectfully of marriage, my 
dear! — you ſhould conſider 


mu virtue and tenderneſs, Sir 


Gilbert, —and, „ bleſs heaven, 
the mark of vengeance was 
not ſet over your own door.” 

— Well, well, my lady, if you 
encourage her, I have done.” 


„ Worſe and worſe, Sir Gil- 


(e 
(e 


6c 


1 


(e 


(0 
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bert; has ſhe not my exam- | 
ple! my leſſons of ſtrict de- 


corum ! my averſion to levi- 
ty! --- does ſhe ever ſee me 
carefs any male animal, but 


poor cupid, my little pug- 
dog; and poor pug is caſtrat- 
I. 3 60 ed 
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00 


(e 


« 


» 


40 


Lad 


(e 


þ—= 


cc 


« 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 


cii==that wa s Your crueltv, Sir 
Gilbert, to prevent him from 
runni! 5 after little canine 
Venus's, and dirtying the ce- 


dar ſtair-caſe with his feet!“ 


- 6 Zouncts! my lady, am 
talking of my daughter! the 
devil take pug, And yy 
puppy in England, I fav.”- 
Nav, my dear, 1] was only 1 
luftrating my own example.” 


% Pox of your examples, ma- 


— 


(e 


(0 


(4 
6 


cc 


dam vou put me out of 
patience ;” “ and 10 much 
| good new IP Sir Gilbert, this 


morning“ pox of the new's 
$6” 


too, m ab, not one ſyllable 


of it is confirmed; Why 
no, my dear; that is true, in- 
deed iis. be a good girl, 


| and | 
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ana dont io much as think 
„ f A man Cel ten „cars === 
0 Ant would you mak e me 


a grandmother in the very 


C I 


neon-tide of my life! 


why there was parſon Index, 


little (doctor Gripum, and cap- 


v eſterday „I was but two- and- 


thirty; and men of judg- 


ment too, that know that 1 


do not like flattery, and are 


not ignorant what is to be 
{aid or done to a woman that 


has ſcen the world, and knows 


what is what.”--- I believe, 


my lady, their flattery pro- 


cures them a welcome to our 
table at dinner, three times a 


weck. Not that I am jealous; 


3 : + as; - 


&« rical, indeed, Sir Gilbert! 


——— zp— — — ——— 
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5 
„ would give you the hiſtory 
of the whole world in half 


CL 


66 
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but do not you think that 
half a dozen ladies, G ho 


an hour, would be as ſuit- 


able ſociety for my lady Grub- | 


worm, as a parſon without a 


living, a doctor without a pa- 
tient, and a captain without 


a company:! — “ Very ſati- 


ſpoke like a true, downright 


Engliſh huſband, that would 


ſhut up his ſpouſe with a par- 


cel of filthy houſewives, that 
make conſerves, raifc paſte, 


feed the poultry, darn lincn, 
« 


mark old ſhirts, and now 


and then condeſcend to mend | 
their hutban A's breed Lo 


Ne 0, 
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5 ven, my 8 was 2bovk 


tuch little, low, dirty concerns 
of a family !—let my houſe- 
keeper mind it; — he is paid 
for it ; --and as for converting 


with men, Lam obliged to it; 
women want ſentiment, me- 
taphor, oratory, attic ſpirit 


2 mort, every thing I want 


mytelf, I am determined to 
find in others. Men, that 
18, the mer I chuſe to con- 
verſe with, have parts fit to 


entertain a woman of my 


facuities; — and let me tell 


you, Sir Gilbert, no men but 


what have extreme good parts 
indeed, are eflcernad conſe- 
quential enough for my par- 
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ticular notice; — parts are 


every thing with me, Sir Gil- 


bert ; — I have ſuch refined 
„ Notions that way, that to me, 


a man without ſolid ſubſtan- 


tial parts, as I may ſay, is worſe 


FP 


than a woman TE: Zounde, 


madam ! you have put the 


tea into my ſhoe ! 17. W ell, 


why will you provoke me 
0 


into a ferment then ? I do not 


know what do; come, come, 
it is never the worſe; 18 the 
lamp's been out this half 
hour; come Sir Gilbert, read 
ons LY hate theſe altercations ; "Is 


come, there is the paper; 


3; there any more from the 
eter ric don, my dear life— 


amm the pa rſon! for a little 


6 © inſig- | 
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inſignifi cant turn=-coat villain! 
there is ortho- ax for you with 

a vengeance ! there is a ca- 
nonical guide! there is a pi- 


ons pattor ! --- he ſquints at 


Lambeth, forſooth; his old 
ragged gown ſmells of a bi- 
mopric already; --- What a 
paſſion I am in at his very 


© name! he riſes in my ſto- 


mach like a Scotchman !”--- 
Well, but Sir Gilbert, do not 


| Put vourſelf in 2 paſſion, it 


vill bring tc gout into your 


teach.“ - Madam, ſuch a 
man as that, is worſe than 
the gout in my Rtomach and 


toe together l- he is the very 


bane of friendſhip do not 
mention him; the newſpa- 


„ un 
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pers have done with him, ; 
as below their regard; and 

he now ſmells as fuſty as his 
old tarniſhed clothes at the 
French brokers. Let me ſee; 


« a lift of new commiſſioned 


officers by fea and 1: nid --- L 


do not like that---four ſhil- 


. „lings in the pound muſt go 


* to maintain a large army--- | 


« to cat our roaſt beef, and de- 
-06 © 


fickle I renchman would 824 
. fault us on our very oaſt.“ 
. Why, look ce: wiſe, 1 love 


Cc a 4 


ee” — 0 


bauch our w Ives and daugh- 
ters,”--- © Nav, but my dear. | 
Sir Gilbert, * hat would be 

the confequence if ur army 
was not kept up? — the 
hauglity Spaniard, and the 
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« ly one bottle of port, I don't 
6 
« in the nation; -- and, was I at 
oY 
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a alder : 1 hond ur one; 3 e 
very true patriot thould ; in. 


times of danger numbers are 


peace, gur VETY - raititla are 
5 enough to trivnatcii al the 
0 = out Or the nation— 


now * 15 J to forma Pan . 


„ Pſhaw lat iddle on your pla m, 


| exclaimed my lady, there are 
66 


! 
118 


wiſer heads tha in r 
2 "66:5 


Work, 1 arrant. 420 Unds, 


madam, when 1am free from 
a 


the gout, and have arank on- 
believe chere is 2 WET man 


the head of affairs“ -“ Well, 


and what then? what wiſe 
thing W ould You do, diſband 


„ the 
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the red coats, for fear your 
witeor daughters Mould like 


a Pretty fellow ? Froth, all 
froth and nonfcale ! - Wo- 


men, my dear, are very t1- 


norous animals: the very no- 


8 185 of danger puts our whole 
frame into a panic. A nu- 
ons band | iS Our beſt de 

fence from ſurpriſe; : 29 4 I 
believe, was it put to a vote, 
; among t the women at leaſt, | 
you would find we all have 


a _ molt particular veneration 


Oſo! v hat is here prithce, 


ſilen ce, my lady-alderman —— 
but I will finiſh my break- 
; fait, or 1 thall b Ce in a paſſion | 


again, and. lote my appetite 
| 66 en- 
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Br im ſpirits. 


Gilbert, it is your own fault 
Dk 
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entirelv. 0 Well, well, reſt 


vou there Ar. Alderman 
I won't be provoked-—I will 
ſmother my ſrage- -I will chew 
3 the cud of my indignation- 


WI) the de 11 culd have 
thought that this man had 


ec n an 2 aviokite courtie 
theſe muffins arc as cold as 
- 6 Well, Sir 


I believe, on my conſcie nee; 


vou will go mad for the good 
of the nat ion. — * Mad, 
Beſſy, no, no, thank ve for 
that; — if 1 am confined, it 
„ ſhall be in the Tower, not 
«6 1 


in Bedlam; 5 muſt do me 


(0 
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K 


good to the nation. Befly, 
1 cannot fit Ccown with a 


„ quiet 
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quiet mind, till J have had a 
ſpeech or two of mine in par- 
lament put in print, that the 
world may know I am a 
true South Briton; that I will | 
„ & never encourage aught north 
of the Tweed, whilſt I have a 
drop of Engliſh blood in my 
veins!—tHa, Eefly, IW il g get 
made a jultice of the quoi rum 
direct ly , that I may take up 
every ſtroller that ings a 
| Scotch ballad; and if I rogkt 
but collect courage enough 


to let off a gun, then ecod | 


1 would get advanced to be 


captain of the militia, which 
would make me of conſe- 


quence enough to take the 


* all of *  gcneraliflimo; --- | 
„0 ch! 1 
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ch! Beſlv, .egad I think ! 
mould look well in ſcarlet, 


tlue ugh this dammd gout 
1 ould ſpoil my marchin g too; 
and as to my looks--I wiſh I 


had taken that famous tinc- 
ture which was advertiſed 
the other day for taking off 


pimples- —eh, child ecod 15 


will take doctor Twingum's 
preſcription next ſpring, be 
blooded nineteen times; taxe 


nineteen doſes of ſtrong phy- 


fic; and then down to Buxton 
or Harrow gate, to ſcour a- 


way the remainder of my 


guts, if I have any left, — 
04d! here S comes little Sage- 


ly; Kno his Waeeze on 


* 


the landlin. Z place, he always 


4 reſts | 
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_& reſts there for ten or twelve 
minutes, till he has collected 


© breath enough to purſue the 


% remainder of his journey up 


«© to the dining- room. 


Mr. Sagcly, you muſt know, | 


is an apothecary of genteel for- 
tune, above the v orld, and is con- 


ſequently of eminence amongſt 4 


the great world; as it is not 
now wha People know, but 
W hat they are that recommend 


| 8 them ;—this littie ſon of Galen 


is. in he! hat © exactly five feet, 


and ahi 28 m ach round ; has 


crooked les, a 2 large bottle- noſe, 


a Pair ot Ses immoderate * 


: bre, 2 and a mouth in propor- - 
tion, w ith 1 tongue ſomewhat 


too 


= 
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too long for its deſtined ha 
tation; upon the who! 105 in poi: 
of figure, a greater oddity ne- 
ver exiſted; at the ſame time 
he is a great ſacrificer to tile 
altar of Venus; intimates, that 
man was born to ble and che- 
riſh the daughters of Eve; and 
ranks, in his own idea, as an 
Adonis with the fair; is con- 
tinually on the point of mar- 
riage, but often diſappointed, 
while Hymen extinguithes the 
ſober torch of love as often as. 
he ſeemed to light it; and, like 
a falle deity, plays at hide and 
Heck with every vot ary he enters. 


Cc Ro bert, bring 2 chair for 
4 tlie doctor ell, mv good ; 
% man, 


5 
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ce 
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man, I will not = vou to 
ſpeak” vet; fit down, and: 


blow vour bellows a little, 


ond boy; odſo, a necettary 


. qucttion muſt be aſked; 
_ pray doctor have you break- 
faſted ?“ — „ This moment, 
Sir Gilbert ; „— Well, well, 
I ſay no more; 1 will not 
preſs you ; --we drink bohea, 
and I know you drink green; 
not but we could make ano- | 
ther pot — my lady drinks 

bohea conſtantly green, ſhe 
5 ſays, is apt to fill her with 

wind -- and wind, vou know, 
doctor, is ſometimes of dan- 

* gerous conſequences — eh! 

Sagely ! ha, ha, ha! — wo- | 
* men are damn d m nogeſt you 1 
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know — no eaſe can be had 
© on theſe occations in public, 
if a perſon was to die for it; 
— an innocent alarm of this 
| Kind, would terrify a modern 
belle or beau as bad as the 
report of a cannon,” « Oh : 
heavens, Sir Gilbert,” ex- 


claimed my ladv, « what are 
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Wi 


you about? I ſhall {ſwoon at 
—Mr. 
Sagely, for heaven's ſake ſtop 
him--you know what a man 


your extravagance.— 


he is—Robert, give me my 


fan out of the window, I am 
quite in a conſternation.— 
My dear Sir Gilbert, Why 
will you alarm the modeſty 

of the moſt beautiful part of 

the creation ? your ever-ami- 
„ able 
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Ahle Lacy has the moſt deli- 
Cate fetiations—her NETVES 


are reipondent.| to the deli- 


"cacy ot her frame, and the 
leaſt ſhock vou lee, undoes 
| her—how invaluable is the 
« bleſſing of ſuch a wife! 
. but I do not doubt vou are _ 
fully ſenſible of the vaſt ac- 
: quiſition to your happineſs, 5 
in the enjoyment of one 
of the fineſt compoſitions 

5 throughout the whole ani- 
mal ſyſtem of nature.” — 
What the devil! in the 
name of common ſenſe, what 
means all this jargon of non- 
ſenſe! — delicate ſenſations! BY 
— weak nerves ! - — animal 

: ſyſtems [et Zounds |! | man, 
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what a fugar-cane tongue 


vou have, I verily believe 


&. YOU could talk a w oman into 
a fever, and cure her again 
without ſo much as a ſingle 
bolus or a bottle of febrifuge 
mixtur e eh, my little Ga- 

© Jen, m - Hippocrates, you are 
booking out ſharp for a wife, 
are you ? — though you are 
upon a damred cold ſcent I. 
fear, you have been fo long 
about it - — let me ſee, about 
fifty, eh; well, well, time 
enough to get a young ſpoil- 


er of  fanpiles | PP — Fu, Sir 


Gilbert! — till jocoſe and 
« airy! does not the gout tame 
| YOu, F my e lear Knight of Mal- 

C3- 4 


ta? — will vou 8 at my 


« y Leck 


| 
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wedding, Sir Gilbert ?—I be- 
lieve, in truth, the ladies will 
not let me perſevere in my 
freedom a great while lon- 
ger I am conſtantly fiſud 
« for, I aſſure you—conſtant- 
ly, Sir Gilbert.“ Are Fu 


my little vender of noſtrums 


00 Pear Sir Gilbert,” exclaims 


my lady, « you are an unac- 

e countable being all froth, 
and no ſentiment; no im- 
provement will ever come 
from you to the general be- 
nefit of future ſociety. . 


© Now doctor, was he but to 
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Pore, as we have done, by 1 
. | 40 the | 


ce 


Kt 


% the pale light of the mid- 
night taper, over Lock, New- 
ton, and Bolingbroke, Boyle, 
and Plato,---how would the 
noble leſſons have expanded 
and re-animated (as I may 
call it) his animal faculties ! 
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or, Was he but to purſue na 


tural Phi loſophy to the very 
bottom, with proper pains 
and induſtry, he might ſtill 
be of uſe to futurity. Ah! 
Beſs! futurity ! what will 


the next age do for me? — 


Futurity, indeed; I ſay fu- 
turity ! But ſo. fag 1 Will 
ſay; I love my country, and L 

reſpect the defenders of it; 

I laok upon lord George 
1 --n to be a great ſol- 
Voi, . F 66 dier, 


8 


« hier; becauſe he did not ys 
prove of a German war; — 
1 with I had a head as long 
as my lord Chatham's, and 
at the ſame time a heart to 
fight withal === look'ye, Ga- 
len, in a w ord, I love my 
country, and at preſent I can 
hardly take my natural reſt 
about her.” — © Nav, my 
dear Sir Gilbert, you | Mleep 
too much my love ; no ſoon- 
er in bed, but you are a8 
_ dead as a herring ; he never 
ſtirs all the night, doctor; 
and when I try to wake him, 
to take proper exerciſe in 
in the morning, it is like . 
moving a ſtatue from a mo- 
* Hument; 3 mere dead lump 
5 - 66: Es” I 
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* 


«© no life in him—all mere 
labour in vain on my ſide 
and when I try to coax him 
ec with a little amorous dalli- 
cc 
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cc 
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ance, he is ſo peevith, and ſo 
ſhort—it 1s well he has a 


«© woman of my virtue or --” 


— © poh! pox of your virtue, 


cc 


c fair that --- hearkee, Beſſy, 
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. OT, Beſſy 5 What, YOU tell tales = | 


SE 


out of ſchool, do you ? -- not 


we have played at hide and 


ſeck long enough — one can- 
not laſt for ever child--worſe 
for wearing, I warrant thee _ 

ch! littleGalen?--I thought 


. 


you was in fee with my wife 


when you preſcribed eringo- 
© root for food, and chocolate 
for diet-drink --- what, one 


FFF 


100 ADVENTURES OF A FLE A. 


cannot 'be a boy for ever, y ou Z 
know doctor.” — 
- our Gilbert, you will drive 

me out of the room ] ſee 

that - barbarous man! -- has 
all my care and inquictude 
for vour welfare and happi- 


«© Oh! 


nels, come to this :“ 7 


Why then be quiet, Beſts, 

and don't ſtrive to make 1 
toy of me. —— 'Sbud, you" 1 
put me in a paſſion - -=- am 1 | 
not a huſband ! --- a noun- 
- ſubſtantive, that ought to 4 
4 ſtand by myſelf! and while 
* live, Tam determined to 
ſtand by myſelf: you infer, | 
1 never move but when you 
put me in motion, ch! --- 
Z give me a fillip, and ſet n 


46 by 
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„% a nodding backwards and 
« forwards like a Mandarin 
« 14 pon x chimney- piece 5 


The doctor Maped, the lady 
* vents ---= a November ſilence 
enſued; till at latt- the doctor 


4 recollected that he came to ſee 


Miſs Molly Grubworm, the 


left daughter, who had lately 5 


arrived from viſiting an aunt 
in the country, with a violent 
encreaſe in her ſhape, to Lon- 
don for advice: ſome faid Miſs 
grew fat, and ſhould be phy- 
hcked and dieted to preſerve 
her thape ; : ſome ſaid, it was a 
tympany; in ſhort, various were 
the cauſes afligned, and various 
were the remedies applied, but 
„ all 
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danger; though the 5 rudent 


all without effect, and Miſs w as 
apprchended to be in imminent. 


nurſe prelerved the worſt from 
mme ears of the parents, and was 
certain her moppet grew better. 


'T he doctor now getting from : 
his ſeat, made two reverend 

| bows to Sir and Madam; the laſt 
homage, being to the lady, was 

made rather too low, for at the 

very inſtant, the ſtring of his 

breeches cracked, which being S 
heavy, fell inſtantly down, and 
expoſed a large acre of his 
ſhirt-flap, and part of his poſ- 
teriors, to Mr. Robert, mvſelf, | 
| and Miſs Sophy—he! he! he! | 
cried Miſs my lady coloured, £ 
and 


; LY 
at — — 
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and turned her head on one 


Iidc, ail the old knight, in 
W ho! E Dre _ bity ſchlom deigu- 


ed to reſide, was to little at - 
fected at this” poor doctor's em- 
barraſſtnent, as to ſet up a loud 
horſe- laugh, crying at the ſame 
time to his hound, who ſat 
by him, ſoho! ! ſoho! Jowler ; 
to him boy, to him; --- at laſt 
the doctor waddled to the door, 
and beckoned to Robert to fol- 
low, to reconnoitre his trouſ- 
; ers, when ſuddenly a whole 
army of women and maids ran 
up ſtairs, who ſcized hold on 


the doctor as a lucky prize, and 


dragged him up another ſtair- 


caſe, before the repair could be 


made by the hands of Robert, 


F 4 Who 


who flood in amaze. 
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All we 


could ear from the doctor Was, 
es 1 


Ladies -- good women! -- for 
heavein's fake be modeit 1 ule 
no violence, I beſcech you! 
-- conſider the law, ladies - 
cc allzult and battery 1s _ 
endable -- ra iſhment is 


* notorious crime; and I am 
« 1 . | 


na free country, where da- 


in vain 
he remonſtrated; in vain he 


threatened; their « cars were ſnut 


5 to! 73 y.,—T 1 ſudden alarm that 


. 
* 


10h. d them of every faculty, 


. to | the preſerv ation Of 


2 diſtreſt female above ſtairs, 


who was then fo far advanced 
in *her Pregnancy as to produce 


a fine 


mages are daily recovered P 
In vain he prayed; 
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a fine female child, in lets than 
halt an hour, which was the 
occaſion of the ſudden ſcizur 
of the doctor! in his Ane 
nate ſituation, and, which af- 
terwards afforded general mirth 
to the good women employed 
above hairs, whoſe pity at length 
got the better of their laugh- 
ter, when the honeſt cook-maid, 
by the affiftance of an iron- 
ſkewer, put the good doctor 
once more in a decent poſi- 
tion to make his perſonal ap- 
_ Pearance. 


It is to 1 55 obſerved, that this 
little Galen was aman- -midwife, 
as well as an apothecary, which 
FB [ ſhould: 
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I ſhould have told vou before; 


but as Miſs is fo lately brought 
+ bed, decency bids me Con- 


clude this, and let her reſt till 


the next chapter. 


CHAP, 


— — — 
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CHAP. Y. 


| Several 3 very ſtrong Altercations en account 
of M Grubworm ; --- the Knight gets 
the betlier ; --- Narſe proves /s to be 

en! irely innocent; —— 4 marriage pro- — 

8 pojed-; ---all made happy at laſt: ---much 


| mucſi like the Concluſtun of a modern 
5 Comedy. | 1 85 


O deſcribe the confuſion 
1 of the knight and his 
Ny, is a theme too gr eat for 
the pen of a little inſect bike 
myſelf ; -- when I reflect what | 
various characters, manners, 
Perſons, paſſions, virtues, faults, 
frailties, and excellencies, I am 
obliged to copy from, (the great 
| . 8 1 6 origi- 
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original of nature) to make a 
w ork of this kind agreeable, I 
_ tremble at my own daring ; --- _ 
the cxittence even of a human 
| being, ſhort and uncertain as it 
is, is too ſmall a compaſs for 
the common obſervations of life; 
what then am I? a pilgrim of 
2 few vernal months my au- 
tumn 18 the autumn of the 


year- the leaf and decline to- 


gether --- the winter is like old 
age to the ſons of man --- the 


hoary meſſenger of time, who 


wets his ſeythe, and points to 


the ſignal-glaſs to mark the de- 


creating ſand, and whoſe ſym- 
pathiſing determination accords : 
with the laſt ſtated moment of 
life--we ceaſe together. -- Man, 


4 knows 


| 
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I know, exels in one material, 
point--he boaſts in a large ex- 
tended eternity; this life to him 
I only a provationa ry pilgri- 
mage; and yet how many have 
1 ſeen light and tportful! as my- 
felt; void of cven the reflec- 
tion of a moment; . who ſeem- 
ed to have no diſtant view, no 
Pleaſing proſpect, no happier 
hours of . everlaſting felicity; 
nay, no wiſh. beyond the pre- 
ſent moment. We know our 
guide is inſtinct ; we obey it; 
ue cannot err from our great 
founder's firſt original deiign ; 


man has the voice of reaſon to 
obey ; ; no mute guide like ours 
inſtructs his bole: his love is 
enliglitened; bis thoughts are”: 
8 
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law hves 1n his breit; the voice 


thing 


wrapt in knowledge t 1 divine | 


of truth is in his heart; the 
ken of diſtant and eternal w cede 
play in his fancy ; or, rather 
like the noon-tide ſun-beam, 
flaſh glory on his eve; whilſt 
hope, the roſy -lipped cherub 
that attends the Jus proclaims 
the proſpect his ; --- if vice nor 
folly ſpread their fable and in- 
fatuating veil before his eyes, to 
court him to abandon the hea- 
ven-wrought harmony that ne- 
ver ends --- to woo the trifling 
ple:.ſures of the day of life — 
but 1 have done---my province 
Was but to amuſe --- let bolder 
pens regulate the inſtructive 
lay. === = Yet, reader, mark one 
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| thing; I would not leave you 
worle than If ound you if I do, 
It mall be vour own fault, for, 


= as our eaſy natural Poet Gay 


favs of his play, I may fay of 


my novel: 


- It has a moral, and no doubt, 5 


You all have ſenſe enough to find i Ut aught. 


Well, fappols * firſt ſix 
hours of wonder Over; the 
knight and lady ſettle from ex- 
treme rage to tranquility of 
miſery; it is an odd term, but 


lk have felt it, and will aver it. 


15 Well, Well, Befly,” {aid the 
knight, 4 vill ſay no more 


but you would always ſend 


ce ſend her abroad, becauſe the 
„made 
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made vou look like an old 
woman, and now vou lee 
what it has come to - but 

we 'W into the country 0 


morr OW 


- and if parſon 


Short-commons, the curate, 
« will take her for wife, vou 
may dreſs her in W hite, ſend 
« her to church as a virgin, 
and then no harm is done“ 
=== My dear life! he is but a 
1 e fore the lady «Kit is 
true the living is four hun- 
© dred a year; but you know, oh 
my dear, ſince we encloſed 
the country, the people are 
almoſt all dead, or begging = 
about for a ſubſiſtence ; for : 
which reaſon the rector a- 
lows him but fifteen PIT 


K 2 


— 


by — 0 — — — — 4 * ; 
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45 
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0 
& I ſay, ſend her into a nun- 
nery 9 d for a time, till it. 


is blown ov * — Ir it ſhould 
« get wind— 


66: 


CC 
„1 'Was in the right, Sir Gil- 
8 bert.“ „Let it be fo then,” 

exclaimed the knight in a paſ- | 
- fon ;“ In the right! who the 


devil told you iO, madam ? a 


N 


al 
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a year, with the tythe-pigs 


and poultry ; and as to the 
other ſurplice- fees, why they 


are defunct; burials and mar- 
E 


riages are at an end where 
there are no people, child! 


the child you 
know is Al born — Which is 


A . bleffing as things are. 
88 


Come, come, ſecond 
thoughts are beſt I know 


woman never was in the 
| | (e right, 
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they Have co ntinued ſo ever 


ſince ; — ſend her to a nun- 
nery make a papiſt of her ! 1 
Are you in your ſenſes, my 
„ lady? don' t you know I hate 
„ the French? am I not as in- 
veter Ae 48 2 Roman, to the ” 
enemies of my country ? --- 

Zoons! madam--but I won't 


right, nor ever will be in the 
right! the devil ſet them 
wrong at the beginning, and 


be in 2 paſſion, if I can help 


it — but what is become of 
your learning, your intel 
lets, your fine ſentiments 
now? I never knew a woman 8 5 g 
that pretended to more wit | 
than her neighbours, but 
« w hat ſhe w as a a d flattern 
| ( my 


— 


. 00; EP 


= 

? 

1 
1 


— — 


66 


66 


1 


6 


- C6 


Cc 


cc 
= i 


„„ 


"Bd 


e 


66 


c 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA, 115 : 


in her family, and a fool i in 
her conduct! --- Egad, ma- 
dam, I ſhall take it u Don my 

ſelf to rule the roaſt oil 


„ not have all my family ruin- 


1 


ed, and my fortune plun- 


dered by my ſervants, whillt 
vou are writing invocations 
to Melpomene, 2nd ſquatting 
upon a dunghill with the 


nine muſes, or an old muſty : 
n 


6. Heavens ! Sir Gilbert ! you | 
= A 


are diſordered i in your ſenſes! 
your head turns --- you look | 
wild! —1 muſt ring the bell 


1 | for the ſervants to "ke care 
of you. gu Zoons, madam! 
do not provoke me---do not, 
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* What will you do? murder 
your wite for barely men- 
tioning a ſcheme that all the 
world approves ! how many | 
young ladies go to different 
papal countries now for eclu- 
: cation === and what are they 
the worte for it? have they 15 
not people of the beſt talents 
to expand their intellectual 
; facultics--the 1 beſt dancing-- | 
the beſt maſters of muſic--in 
Mort, every requiſite to make | 
a compleat--" „whore of Ba- 
by Ton,” returned the knight: 
0 Zoons ! I ill bury her | 
alive firſt, or marry her to 
Robin the poſtillion---a ia 


« 1 ſay yy am a 4 deſperate. man 25 
c 


be quiet, Befly, or I will 


0 


ADVENTURES OF A FLEA, 117 


ty ſtory truly! much for the 
honour of OUr OW n country ! . 
—— to ſend Our daughters a- 
broad, as if we had no edu- 
| cation at home! ---Here a fat 


greaſy butcher, 2 vintner, a 


15 ee e Jr an emi- 


ent ſhoe-maKk Ser, if they can 


give a doudy wench a brace 
of thouſands, aſk them where 
Miss is--oh, Sir, ſhe s abroad 
for her educotion ! --- Where 
tis 


me ftavs from fourteen to 


eighteen, cxcept the hap- 


pens to bring forth a little 


Prodigy, got by half a ſcore 5 
rampant friars of the holy 
order of men xdicants, and ſo 
get turned out of the con- 
vent for incontinency. ---I 


4 & wonder 
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w onder we have not an act 
of parliament to prevent theſe * 
- proceedings, and make every 
idle couple in the bills of | 
„mortality rear their own 
© cubs, and not bring on usa 
national diſgrace, by expol- | 
ing fools out of their nurſe- 
ries. 6 Oh! heavens! you 
. ſplit my very head, Sir Gil- 
BE bert ! ! you are certainly mad?” 
— f 1 could but put a little 
reaſon into your head, ma- 
dam, I ſhould do ſomething; - 
„ you will aſk me, I ſuppoſe, _ 
formy ſons, James or Charles, 
to travel; no, no, we have a 
bear-garden at home, I thank 
you; and if an Englith edu- | 
| cation wall not entitle them to 
2 „„ * 


« 


at abirth- -night=-let them ſtay : 
in the country, and ſhoot fly — 


„ing as often as they pleaſe, wer 


unkennel ; a fox, and hade their 
folly in obſcurity.” 


|. . from ſchool, if he does not 


„ go to the univerſity to loſe 


e maidenhead, he 1s ſent 
abroad to loſe! it there; where, 24 


« after gazing upon towns and 


4 
1 


6 


«Cc 


« 


« 
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ſpeak at the bar--give a vote 
in the houſe -- or dance a jig 


. As ſoon as maſter comes 


66 


e nations, like a coun- 
"IF - looby upon my lord 


« mayor's ſhew, or at the won- 
« derful dock at St. Dunſtan's in 
„ the Weſt, he gets his head 
* emptied of the few brains he 


« had 


& had, by frequent wonder, 
(„ 
5 cc 3 


„ returns home, a convincing 


proof that here) is, notwith- 
ſtanding all reafon and argu- 


« ment, a void in nature, and 


66 


«Cl 
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and his pocket picked by fre- 
quent excur ſions; ; till he re- 


„ that this being had better 


„ been totally unlinked from 


„ the great chain of human 
affairs; —as he is now fit on- 


e drink October, marr\ 


cc 


85 


(6 


his mother's maid, and tak e 


6a. comfortable nap on the 


„ 


$6 


1 


« 


« 


| bench, as a right wor ſhipful N = 


"0 juſtice of the quorum, Who 
60 


very wiſely lets all the little 


: occaſional affairs, I mean the | 
neceſſary affairs of his neigh- 


bourhood, pals by tied . 
8 accord- 


"ns 


cc 
I 
cc 


bs 7 « 


c 


cc 


K 


ADVENTURES OP A FLEA. 121 


according to his wiſe judg- 
cc 


ment, he can put the ever 
valuable game- laws in full 


force, have a whole family 
tranſported or ruined, no mat- 
«© ter which, for taking a hare; 
| © and now and then, as a ter- 
„ ror to the neighbourhood, 
order an old woman to be 
ducked for a witch; or a man, 
{killed in the black act, to be 


13 


40 


cc 


g 1 


© tranſported to Lapland, his 
mother-countrv, whilft the 
poor juſtice is moſt equitably 
thought to be no conjuror {| 
at all. 


<6 "nurſe: A nurſe, has ſhe 
« confeſt ho has done me 


« the honour to make me a 


1 grandfather, eh! nurſe?: — 


But here comes 


Vor. „ 4 Gad 
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Gad fo, gad ſo, what dof 


{nivel for? — Come, come, 


_ out with it. — An it pleaſe 
your vorthip, anſwered the 
nurſe, believe Mits is as in- 
nocent as a neu born babe | 
after all — for poor thing! 


ſhe purteſts the never knew 


what man was, but once in 
| her life, and then ſhe {aid 
ihe knew not what ſhe did 
— but going nine months | 
ago to Wimbledone-Com- | 
mon, with other folks, to | 


{ee the ſoldiers in their beſt 


array, and their Pikes! in their 
hands, ſhe got out of the 


chaiſe to walk by a tuft of 


trees, when an impudent 


young Scotch officer run af- 
der 


Ci 


Ct 
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cc 
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cc 


cc 


40 
cc 
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FD 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ter her, and vaiſt-heart ! out 


of roguery, I ſuppoſe, pre- 
ſcented his piece to her; up- 
on which down falls Miſs, 
and the young captain's foot 
ſlipping at the ſame place, 
down he came too! vailt- 
heart ! She then fell into a fit 
of the mother, and Knows no 
cc 


more of what was done than 


any other parſon alive—but 
ſhe verily believes his piece 
went off for ſartain, ſhe was 

ſo mainly frighted—it could 
208 be all for nothing.” 
* Ay! ay, ſays the juſtice, | 
theſe are the Scotch again! 
you fee my lady, they de- 


4e 


vour our proviſions, ravith 


our daughters, and no relief 
8 « to. 


G 2 


} 
| 
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cc 


cc 

0 
ce 
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74 
cc 


e 


| provoke me. — 
Gilbert A deed! ſce, nurſe, 
how your Poor maſter's * 
2rd,” 


124 ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 


to be had! == Gad, this will 9 
make a man valiant in ſpite 

of his teeth.” As for that, 
my dear, there are bad of all 
ſorts —P've known {ſome of 


the Scotch very able officers, 


let me tell you, Sir Gilbert. X 


Gad, my lady, you will 
— Not I, Sir 


0 Abs madam, replied the 
nurſe, grief at heart makes 
the tongue wag —he 1s al- 
' moſt a lunacy man, poor 
Z gentleman ! one may ſee by 
his eyes what a furmety paſ- | 
ſion he's in — piſh on all 


6  FOung 1 


60 


6 


bs 


$6 
66 
4 


00 


cc 
4. 
« 
N her a lecture, and recover 
1 
„ Fye—call--um's coffee-houſe, 
where I ſhall ſee the papers, 
and not be diſturbed, as it 
18 frequented by politicians 
that never talk: who wade 
into the cabinet thro' ſeas 


+ "Bf 


* 


cc 


cc 
« 
-.66 
« grievances by ſignificant 
cc 
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voung men, I ſay—was 1 
voung, not the beſt of em 


ſhould ever take my affairs 


in hand, let em preſent 
what they would to me.“ — 


Out oi the room, you gabbling 


old tool, and you Mrs. Wife, 
go viſit your daughter—read : 


your own ſenſes—TIl to what 


of coffee, and ſettle national 


ſhrugs, learn d winks, and 


nods of elocution.” © Nay, but 


CCC ²UT IR IRIS eo Rr 0 
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* my dear, ſee the doctor fir.” 
T: 


e they were all at Cornellvs's 


nd poſt- chaiſe in a minute.” 


You may aſk me, perhaps, 
where was my poſt; you ſhall : 
know;—as I knew there would 
be a learned altercation, I left 
Robert, and ſettled on my lady's | 
| laced hood, which was about | 
three feet above her forehead, 
occaſioned by a vaſt eminence, 
or rather a mountain of hair, 
real and artificial; many would 


think, 


See the doctor! ſee the devil 
Madam ! the doctor may be 
d——d for me !—John, call 
a2 chair—hold Jobn—Joln. 


till fix o'clock this morning * 
« — the dogs are afleep as 
*" ney ttand—bring. out the 


———— ——— — 
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think, by the increaſe on the 
top of our beaux and ladies 
heads, that they have not reom 


tor their br rains: but that is a 


ſurp ring increaſe on the land 


of knowledge, Ih tcl vou rea- 
der; — their brains are dried, 


and, in order to keep the wind 


from entering their vacancy, 
they guard againtt the effects 
of Boreas with theſe occational 


eXtrav Agalnces. 


I continued a month longer 


in the family, during which 
_ time—it was twice agreed that 
Miſs thould remain a virgin as 
ſoon as the got out of the ſtraw; 
—another time the was to 5 2 
ry the poor curate—when at 


G %«; Ai ² Jenath 
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leneth an offcr occurred which | 
| ended all diſputes; —the little 
doctor, Mr. Sagely, being turned 
of fifty, was convinced from 
every circumſtance, tha at Miſs 
would be a breeder,--and know- 
ing at the ſame time, her for- 
tune would be genteel, and her 


family connections very deſi- 


rable, and being in want of an 
heir to his fortune, he propoſed 
to accept Miſs from Sir Gilbert, 
with only the addition of a poor 
two thouſand pounds more than 
he intended to give her, as an 
oblation to her too early ſacri- 
fices to Venus. Sir Gilbert had 
an eye upon quality; but being 
convinced the doctor was too 
rich to be bribed to ſecreey, and 
| that 
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that he was a man of a very 
capital fortune and eſtate, and 
as it was now no time to make 
objection to their too great diſ- 
parity of years, he cloſed, and 
Alits bluſhed a reply. The wed- 
ding was clegant, and the com- 
pany genteel; Mrs. Sagely had 
a new coac h provided, as well 
as a very ſplendid ſet of jewels 
on the occaſion ;—and the ſer- 
vants, being ſufficiently bribed 
to eternal filence, Miſs Was eſ- 
teemed a virtuous ornament to 
ſociety, and Sir Gilbert reveren- 
ced as a prudent, wiſe man; ; Who, 
forgetting that youth ſhould be 
joincdwithyouth, thoughtwealth 
a ſtronger cementer of the chains 
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of wedlock, and placed a golden | 


padlock on the mind. 


How bappily. the new- mar- 
ried couple lived, J cannot ſay; 
it is now a full month ſince 1 


heard of them; all 1 can ob- 


ſerve, is, that I have my fears 
n the occaſion ; the honey- 
moon is nearly paſt I beheve;-- 
but let me hope the beſt.—80 


may the roſy fetters of matri- 
 mony ftill have power to bind. 


| —— ay EL rr er ee — a ' 


CHAP, | 


Pan we 


| 
| 
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C H A P. VI. 


Change my Situation it at the Head of 


Affairs; —make an Excurſion into th? 


Country with a 3 Company c 
aden Wedding : —and ſeveral ä 


ing and MO! NENdOUS Affairs. 


Avus I left Sir Gilbert, 
fate threw me upon the 


filed neckcloth of a country 


manager, whoſe name was 


Stormwell; he Waited on Sir 


5 n to alk his permiſſion 
to play in a little borough of 
his, about forty miles from Lon- 
don—leave was toon obtained, 


and no patent requred, — I 


being, by various accidents, 


G 6 8 made 
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made acquainted with the wor- 
thy knight's houſe, was at this 


moment dropt on a matted chair 
in the ſervants hall, to which 
execrable place the hero of this 
chapter was conducted. The 
ſervant either ſmelt the lace of 
his weather-beaten ſcarlet waiſt⸗- 
coat to be copper, or had a 
ſmall ſuſpicion of his employ- 
ment, which always entitles the 
bearer to the moſt inſolent fami- 
larity from illiterate wretches, 


and ſometimes the greateſt con- 


tempt even from the very ſcum 
and refuſe of mankind, which 


ariſes (if 1 may uſe the expreſ- 
lion) from an hereditary ſcan- 


dal that employment bears, 


which, though ſo greatly con- 


tributin 85 
E 
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tributing, both to the amuſe- 
ment and refinement of the 


preſent age, is become moſt ri 


diculouily reproachable to the 
wretched owner of ſo contemn- 
ed a ſcience; — nay, ſo very 
ſtrange. are the laws of our 
country in ſome particulars, that 
they ſeem thrown together more 
for private pique than public 
advantage; and whilſt the King 
of Great-Britain ſanctifies two 
houſes in town with his right 
royal licence, yet thoſe in the 
country (a few lately favoured 
ones excepted) are declared diſ- 
couragers of virtue, the bane of 


ſobri jety, and the verieſt peſt to 3 


human indulgence. 
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It ſtrangely puzzles me, — 
and I have heard, a noble ont 
Once obſerved the fac thing in _ 
the houſe, when this truly va- | 
luable bill paſt,-- © that, if plays | 


are unlawful in the country, | 


« where every refinement to 
« polith life is neceſſarx, how 
“very vile muſt the inſtitu- 


©« tion of the two houſes of f 


= iniquity be, almoſt within the | 

verge of the court, and of 
« 2 truly pious and reformed 
0 wen ene of nobintp. . 


Another queſtion.—If it is rea- 
ſonable to be div erted from the 
cares and ſolicitudes of life in 
town, where even variety of 
5 ier form almoſt a continual | 
amuſc- 


 ADVETTURES OF A FLEA. 135 


amuſement, is it not abſolutely 
as reaſonable, particularly amidſt 
the dreary horrors of a country 
winter, ſometimes to unbend 
the bow, and enjoy an agree- 
able mixture of company, which 
theatr ical exhibitions uſually 
call together; and where, from 
an agreeable choice of plays, 


„ ee may forget the 
heart- felt pang; the or deſpiſe 


the revel of the bowl; the rake 
unknowingly reflect; and even 
old age grow wiſer by inſtruc- 
tion: indeed, I ſee no reaſon for 
one half of the nation to re- 
joice, and the other half to drag 
on an unenjoyed and wretched 
life. We have plays by ſtealth, 
indeed, in moſt of our opulent 
F towns; 
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towns ; uit what of them ? — 


the law clips their wings ; thay 
are pronounced v ons ; and 
a very ragged rogue in office 
may inſult them; or a ſurly 
magiſtrate condemn them to be 
_ paſſed from pariſh to pariſh, 


like the mereſt felons, for dar- 


- ng. to entertain them with ſu- 1 
perior talents, or try ing to ſup- 5 
Port the real wants of life ho- 


neſtly, by painting feelings 


of imaginary woes. I wiſh not 
here to admit, that every pre- 
tender ſhould be permitted to 
take uninterruptedly this office, 
as there are many pretenders, 
without one grain of merit, 
who load the ſtage w ith real re- 
Proach; though. : dare aver, 
Was 


— — — —ü—— —— — 
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Was it properly encouraged, ſup- 
ported, and countenanced by 
men of true genius, England 
could form as many meritorious 
5 corps of comedians, as could be 
required for the moſt rational 

| entertainments of every genteel 
town, during a certain term of 1 
weeks or months, according to 
the ſize, or inclination of the 
place for public exhibitions; 
nor need they rake the 3 
or the ſtews for performers; the 
| life would be eligible; and as 
the ſentiments of theſe people 
would ſoar beyond the mecha- 
nic, or the tradeſman in gene- ” 
ral, the trading part ſhould more 
than notice their ſuperior ta- 
lents by every act of civility— 
| | | and 


— —— Oo— 
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and thoſe in high lite ſhould 
__ occaſionally diſtinguifli theſe * 

contributors to their moſt ra- 
tional amuſements: : but what a 
digreſſion have ] made ! 1 muſt 
cut it ſhort, leſt it ſhould tire the 
| reader. % 


Butt to return to the hiſtori- 
cal part of my buſineſs. Mr. = 
Stormwell was in want of a few 5 
performers to compoſe his troop; 
the Preſs- -warrants, laſt winter 
(thoſe great proclaimers of 
Engliſh liberty) having fright- 
ed even Pyrrhus and Alc xander 
from his band e ee 'F 
that king of king | took to his 
heels, nor ſtaid 10 e his | 
lovely daughter, by which. he 


VvV a 
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was 40 tree the impriſoned 


Winds. —E ven EH. amlet himſelf, 5 | 


dreads not to meet, his father's ” 
ghoſt | ſo much as the appear- 
ance of a jack-tar at the head of 


5 his blgo: 258 Hunters: but, thanks 


3 to heaven, the w ide- * aſting War 
5 © i paſt, and Albion now ſmiles 
in peace; the black clouds w hich 
_ threatened dreadful ftorms, are 
© paſt without a ſhower ; and the. 
vallies laugh in plenty! Her 
ſons are now releaſed from im- 
priſonment — the father falls 
an” the neck of his ſon, and 
bleſſes his return--the late part- 
ed friends and brothers em- 


brace — and the brides and ſiſ- 


ters ſalute the ſupporters of their 
| liv es, and defenders of their 


humble 


r — — 
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| humble ho! mes, 'S lately torn on 


unkindly from therm—the care- 
ful mother's heart forgets the 


pang that heaved her ſorrowing | 


breaſt, when ſic beheld the : 


darling of her eyes io lately torn 


from her weak trembling arms, 


1 ithout the accutation of a 


crime ! * 


But to proceed : —an adver- 


> tiſement was publiſhed for la- 


&« dies and gentlemen, | theatri- | 
& cally inclined, to meet on a 


„certain day, at the Black- 
Lion, in Ruſſel· Street, where . 
4 2 gentleman would willin gly 4 


« receive them, and give pro 
per encouragement to their 
« ſeveral talents.” 


"The - 
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The wiſhed- for morning be- 


ing come, various were the le- 
vees of Mr. Stormwell : — few 
could be of the leaſt ſervice, as 

one half of theſe ſons of ge- 


nius were the refuſe of ſpout- 


; ing-clubs ; — the lagies as ab- 
| folutely miſtook theft talents; 
| dancers without legs; actors 
{4 without ſpeech; a real Richard, | 


with a prominence on his ſhoul- | 


der, a cooked leg and black 1 
. eye- brows; 3 he would rehearſe _ 
1-4 ſpeech ; he ſaid all his neigh- 
bours told him, he was born to 
beat all that went before him | 
in that part; but, at the ſame 
time, he would not engage with- 
out he played lord Haſtings, 
Archer, 


— —ͤ—n —— — — 
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Archer, and Lotharius ; for he 
was perfect in them all, ſpoke 
them every day upon the ſhop- 
board to his fellow-apprentices, 
and could run over any whole act 
as faſt as he could make a but- 
; ton-hole. This ſon of Theſpis 
Was a tay lor, doubt an unin- 
ſpired one, as Mr. Stormwell re- 


| fuſed the leaſt acknow ledoment 


diſmiſſed him to his favoured 
Sarret, and perſon- eng avo- 


room, and made her obedience; 


a fine, large, tall fig ure.—““ Ma- 
dam, what is your talent?“ | 
« Haughty tragedy, Mir; — 
« your 


to his abilities, and as civilly | 


At laſt, after he had accepted 
three, a lady ſtalked into the 
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6e your. Culliſtæs; your Zaro' $3. 


[ 


„ and Alethe, in Jane shore; 


55 ſeated, | e 


— He led her to a chair; ſhe 
walked with a truly A 
ſtride, which ſtretched out an 
old torn printed calico gown, 


that almoſt anſwered Con greve's 
_ deſcription of one of the vota- 


ries of the muſes, carrying her 
rags to the paper-mill to be 


made 1 into freſh ammunition for 


Thalia or Melpomene; or ſome | 


romantic trapes, that gives a 


gooſe-quill the preference toa 
needle. 95 


The next was Jack Sentence, 
m over-grown ſchool-boy, Who 


; and ſuch like parts, ſuits me 
„ beſt, Sir.” — “ Will you be 
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ran aw ay from. he tuition of | 
Doctor Birch, becauſe he would | 
give no reaſonable quarter to his 
poſteriors; and becauſe his two | 
maiden aunts (his truſtees) would 
neither make a preſent addition 
to his income abroad, nor re- 
leaſe him from the cruel bon- 
= dage of ſchool-hours and exer- 
ciſes; as Parſon Platform, the | 
uſher had informed them, he 
had not learned his grammar 

as he ſhould do. He knew | 
himſelf he had commenced man, 
having given away his taws to 
his junior companions, and loſt | 
His maidenhead to the cook- | 
maid. Infpired by Dame Igno- | 
rance, more than by any lady | 
of the Nine, Jack blunders on, 
pens 1 


V won”... ny - WG — — 
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| ſpeaks tortured ſpeeches, out of 


modern plays, and ſpme few 


old ones; ſwears .all-the mo- 

| deſty he ever learned was come 

7 upon him at once, as he could 
not ſpeak a ſingle word. — 
| © But you neednotmind, Maſter 
„ Play man, ſays he, I can ſpeak 
| © nineteen tragedy ſpeeches, 
| © and ftand in nine attitudes; 
| © and heark o'me, gad I am 
WW. ſornebody ! why, my father 
1-5 was. a ſquire himſelf, and a 
4 juſtice of the quorum, and 1 
am fifth couſin to a member 
| © of parliament; --beſides, there 
| © now”—The rural manager, 
| after having exhauſted hi: _— 
| tience with hearing him 
| diſmifled what was likely 1 10 
„„ prove 


—— ——— 
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prove no > on ew to ſocid 


ty, with the beſt advice he could 


give him to mind his book — 
reverence his virgin aunts, and 
pay due reſpect to his nurſe, 
as the only perſon who could _ 
form a ſentiment in his — = 
netrable head. | 


The next was A young lady, . 


to all outward appearance, 8 


tremely beautiful, but wore a 


dejection in her looks, that at 5 


once ſpoke the ſenſibility of the 
heart, and proclaimed the few 
hours of her life the ſubjects of 
misfortune; — ſhe ſeemed par- 
ticularly fond of Belvidera, great 
part of which ſhe ſpoke with 
amazing Jen the ſtory 
was 


— 1 
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was either ſimilar to her own, 
or the character uncommonly 
affecting; — as ſhe ſeemed to in- 
dulge a more than uſual, though 
at the ſame time a melancholy 
pleaſure in repeating it, ſhe was 
accepted, and the greateſt re- 
ſpect paid her by Mr. Storm - 
well. His company being now _ 
compleat, he began to take down 
their names; when, to their 
great ſurpriſe, he found his tall 
heroine had made the beſt uſe 
of his preſent hour of buſineſs, 
as ſhe told him in a low voice, 
that Mr. Thunder, his tragedy- 
man that ſat by her, had told 
| her, it would be better for her 
character to paſs for his wife, 
than to go down as a ſingle wo- 
„ man; 


— —— - - - - - ' 
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man; — and ſhe, being always 
4 virtuoufly inclined (as far as the 
world could ſce) had agreed 6 
poaſs for a married lady, eipe- 
Clally as ſhe thought Mrs. Thun- | 
der a pretty name, and Mr. T 
Thunder a very pretty man ;— | 
but hoped he would enjoin the 
good company to ſecrecy, for | 
fear ſhe ſhould be made to ſhew | 
a certificate, — a thing ſhe ne- 
ver did in her life, although ſhe | 
had lived with nine different 
huſbands, and with as much . 
credit as the beſt woman could 
do, were ſhe really married to | 
them. As ſhe was going on with | 
a freſh declaration of her moſt |. 
amazing virtue and conſtancy, | 
Mr. Stormwell ſtopped her with | 

. an 
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an aſſurance, that ber requeſt 
ſhould be granted; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Thunder grace his bills in 
true Roman capitals as often as 
poſſibility admitted, hoping the 


| trump of fame (tho' a brazen 


one) would ſound their * ap- 


3 Plauſe. 


Ja | Aer Mr. and Mrs. Thunder | 


minaries, Miſs Sedgwick, the 


pyoung lady, whoſe perſonal Or 


ö acquired graces no one could 


| ecliple, was aſked how ſhe would | 


travel? ſhe anſwered, « with 


| « the reſt, 15 4g — then, ma- 
} © am, replied Stormwell, « the 


; Ty waggon ſets off at ten o'clock 
a ee evening, and we ſhall be 
Rx 60 gat 
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— hat « the waggon, Sir l 
ſaid Mails Sedgw ick, who after a 
Pau e, ſaid, „1 will attend you, 
« sir. che burſt into tears at 
the thoughts of ſuch a miſer- 
able vehicle, but genteclly turn- 
ed off, as a pain in the head ſhe 
was ſubject to, w as the occaſion 
of her weakneſs ;—<© the coun- 
«try: air, 8 will be of 
<« ſervice to you; we are too 
many to think of a chaiſe, — 
© or but you'll find a wag- 
gon a very eaſy, though not 
« a very e mode of 
« travelling ; - I could wiſh 
« they travelled faſter, Miſs, I 
« muſt confeſs, or elſe made 
longer ſtages; but we cannot 
4 have all ming as We would.” 
— 66 Ve- 


4 0 


66 


; yy 


is 


40 


u. 
, 05” you ſee my melancholy > 
« turn; — you muſt not give 
me parts too ſprightly; but 
I ſhall recover my ſpirits; I 


ow hope 1 I mall not be always 


„thus.“ — Madam, I do not 


66 
= 


ce 


. 


6 


Eo 


cc 
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3 Very true, Sir; replied ſhe, 4 
— the world itſelf is a very 


troubleſome vehicle at beſt ; 


and truly wretched are many 


of thoſe unhappy things that 


are incloſed in it; excuſe me, 


fear but you will do me cre- 
dit, at your time of life, young 


| lady---well---it brings tears; 
5 —1 have done, Miſs.---Parts! 
© ay, our new comedies, will 
{ſuit you to a T; ---they are 
ſo very languid, ſo inſipidly 


85 refined, they do not require 


H 4: iin 


« 
44 
ee 

(0 

* an audience from their dea l 
Hicep for the whole evening; | 
whilſt the prompter's bell | 
wakes them at the end of the | 
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the Ieaft ſpirit in plaving; 
there is not one turn of hu- 
mour or ſtroke of wit, that 
is unpolite enough to route 


laſt act, time enough to com- 


poſe themſelves as indulgent- 5 
ly in bed for the reft of the | a 
night! — Well, madam, at | 
cc ten 7 I will be there, Sir“ 
— 6 Madam your ſervant; Pa | 
Sir, your's.” _— 


Well, at ten they met, and | 
_ aſcended up a dirty ladder, into 
4 laborious machine, called a 
broad-wheel waggon, when Mr. 


- and 
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and Mrs. Thunder obligingiy 
made room for Miſs. Sedgwick 
on the back ſeat; near the ſides 
ſat Mr. Stormwell, the manager; 
an old lady he had engaged for 


the nurſeꝰs part, two young men, 


| Intentional heroes, a cook-maid, 
a turned-off poſtillion, and a 
| ene who had been at the 
biſhop of ——'s old palace to 
_ frighten the rats, (who paid as 
little reſpect to the purity of the 
dwelling, as they did to the 
mildneſs of the Stilton or a Cot- 
tingham cheeſe, which they 
f. and there in great ane 
fat on the other ſide: — how 
be had ſucceeded in this vene- 
rale manſion, I now not; but 
he in formed us, ther had intro- 


He: duced 
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duced two conjurors into the | 
houſe, beſides three witches and 


a white wizzard, but all to no | 


_ purpoſe; and five or fix times 
the biſhop's chaplain ſpoke three 
or four terrible lines in Greek 
or Latin, at twelve o'clock at 
night, in every room in the | 
houſe, which the ſervants ſay 


Was enough to wake the dead; 


but it was ftill without effect: 
theſe old palaces will harbour 


uch idle vermin; and Who can 


help it ; — “ what” s the matter 
there ?” „ Oh, poor Mrs. 


64 Cracker, the nurſe that is to 
2” Be, 18 very 111! „ yo Pray, 55 


0 madam, what's "Dig matter ?” | 

—<« Oh! the wind ! the wind! 
«] ſha all certainty burſt !” : 
| KK POx 


N 


9 8 cc 


mM 


cc 
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Pox © the wind, it 1s tin e- 
nough, if you don't raiſe it;“ 


— 4 Oh! it is paſſing about i in 
my ſtomach and bowels, and 
I dare not try to expel it as 
I. could do, if I was at home, 
for fear of giving offence ;--- 
ſo pray ſweetheart give me 
a threepenny. dram of your. 

beſt Coniac brandy ; that will 


help to allay it;---there;. that 


will do * thank vou, {weet- | 
heart ;—put the ſtraw about 
my legs — nay, put it high. 


enough — you cannot put it 


too high ;—for. Lam. as cold 
all over as a dead herring;-- 
there; there; now you may 
drive on—O ! the wind! the 
wind! it will have a paſſage 


H 6 do 


B 
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© do all I can !—S0 pray good 
„ folks excuſe a little miſtake, | 
„ nov and then, if it ſhould ſo 

happen.“ — Ghee- o; ſmack | 
goes the Whip, and off they 
drive, at which time I think it | 
full as adviſeable to wiſh them a | 
good night, and a proſperous | 
journey, as to follow them a- | 
midſt the dew of a moiſt even- | 
ing, and ſo cloſe the fixth _ 
ter. B 


i 
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= 


C HAP. vn. 


Continuation of the Journey ; — a Choice 


of three for the bridal Bed; ---Adven\ 
tures in the Night at the Inn, both tra- 
gical and comical ; --- the Houſe untiled; 
---the Maſuff- Dog ; ah Juſtice not al- 
ways clean; --- in ſhort, a great Variety 
, intereſting, and truly memorable Ac- 
cadents ; 5 —— - the End £ the Joon: 


HE dy paſt without ſo 
much as one remarkable | 


. accident; ; the company agreed 
remarkably well together; and 
_ Mrs. Crotchet, by ſome means 


or other, had parted with the 
wind ſhe had the over night 


_com-:lained of ſo much; and had 
filled up the vacuum with cold 


beef „ 
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beef, and now and then a dram, | 
and now and then a pint or two , 


of warm twopenny. 


About five o'dock in the af. 
ternoon, they arrived at their 
deſtined habitation for the night, 

which was a large old thatched | 
inn, ſix miles diſtant from any | 
town; — about fix o'clock they | 
all dined off ſome very good 
neck of. mutton and broth, ex- 
cept Miſs Sedgwick, who de- 
fired ſhe might have ſome tea, 
which was inſtantly complied 
with; — at eight o'clock they. 
Were ſhewn to their different 
apartments, when Mr. and Mrs. 

Thunder were conducted to the 

bridal bed—I won't * cham- 
der, 
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ber, as there were three beds in 
the room; — according to Mil- 
-. tot» 
5 loath.” In the next bed was 
the waggoner, finely compoſed; 
| — the third was reſerved for 
Mrs. Crotchet and Miſs Sedg- 
Wick; but the young lady be- 
ing ſhocked at the appearance 
| of ſuch indelicacy as the taking 
part of a third bed in the ſame 
room,; had interceded for half 
a bed with the niece to the 
landlord, who was a very ſober, 
anmiable young woman. — Mr. 
S Stormwell and his two pupils 
occupied a ſmall garret, the 
| houſe being ſo extremely full of 
travellers, that every little hole 
was employed. After they had 


« he led her nothing 


enjoyed 
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enjoyed the ſweets of reſt, or 


Whatever elſe you may pleaſe to z 


call it, for about an hour, a 
dreadful ſcream was heard from | 
the bridal chamber, as from one 
in immediate danger of loſing ' 
her chaſtity ; Mr. Stormwell, | 


fearful of any diſaſter befalling . 


the females of his troop, leap- 
ed out of bed, the two young 


heroes fohowed; the hoftler, the |. 


cook, and ſeveral of the helpers 
from the ftables, waked out of 
their firſt nap by the kitchen- 
fire, ran immediately into the 
room, — where O] fatal miſ- 
take! poor mother Crotchet, not 


being uſed to fo much company 1 
in her bedcha amber, had modeſt- 


ly put out ner candle before the || 


| | parted | | 
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parted! with her clothes; but 
untortunately turning herſelf 
roundabout to pull off her gown, 
fate directed her to ſohn, the 
Waggoner's bed, inſtead of her 
own; --- John having agreed 


| with Doll, a drudpe | in the houſe, 


to give him her company when _ 


all was compoſed, --- wakened 

out of his firſt ſleep, was re- 
joiced to think Doll had kept 
her word; --- and, out of pure 


gratitude, began to careſs poor 


mother Crotchet with ſuch vio- 


lence ſhe had not been uſed to | 


ſince the death of her huſband, i 
which happened about thirty 
years ago, ſhe being now fixty- 


eight; and had been very chaſte, | 


at leaſt during the latter part of 
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dy: ---raviſh you! zounds! 
« doſt think Tſe want to be 
witch- ridden Plague take 
. you! keep your own bed 
I am ſure you came to mine; 
_ ---raviſh you! I was in moſt 
danger of being raviſhed my- 
ſelf I think !” --- „ Sirrah ! I 

will have you hanged for a 

64 rogue 3 


her pilgrimage. As ſoon as the 
people with a light came into the 
room, ſhe leaped out of bed on 
one ſide, and John o on the other; a 
—ſhe called out, — „ take no- 


\- tice, 1 am very nea early raviſh- I 


ed! — I will have the baſe 


1 varlet hanged !” * —— Marry, 5 
come up (ſays John) bring 
but a candle in your hand, 
and you are as ſafe as bran- 
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440 rogue m | « Well, and I will 
| « have you burnt for a witch; 
| © and fo we will be right quits 
©& atlaſt;---I think you ough- 
ten to make me ſome amends, = 
«and ought not make fools- 
game of me for nothing 5 
N ſhort. altercation was ſuffi- 
cient. to diſcover. the miſtake, 
2 the great mirth of all the 
parties; John was perſuaded to 
go to bed; and dame Crot- 

| chet was aſſured of receiving no 
85 future favours from him, as 
both the bride and bridegroom 
promiſed her their protection : 
— the manager, however, in- 
ſiſted on a bottle of gin for a 
reconciliating glaſs, which none 
; refuſed ; and Mrs. Crotchet pru- 
_ 
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dently obſerved, that if any per- . 
ſon was troubled with wind, 
without natural ways of expel- | 
ling it, which ſometimes could | 
not be obtained without phyſi- |. 
cal help, a dram of right Hol- | 
lands was of infinite more effi- | 
. cacy than either rum, brandr, . 

or uſquebaugh ; at length the 


company departed, and all was 


ſtill for near two hours; when, 
unluckily for the old lady, the | 
gin and other liquors ſhe ſip- ö 
ped, being of the diuretic kind, | 
ſhe had occaſion for the pot, 
( hich ſhe obſerved ftood on 
the next chair but one, before 
ſhe put out the candle) and dire 
neceſſity obliged her once more 
to launch into a perilous world | 


OL 
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cout of a warm bed;---ſhe had 
_ no ſooner reached the deſired 
- 4 on venicnce, v hen, as if all good 
fortune had forſook her, the 
aoiſe the” made brought the 
1 waggoner's dog, Towſer, from 


4 under his maſter” s bed, who, be- : 


ing an excellent guard, ſuſpect- 


| ed the old lady had a bad de- 


ſign on John, and clapped his 


ſtrong fangs faſt on poor mo- 
| ther Crotchet's left ſhoulder ; 
| --ſhe, ſuſpecting it to be no ck 


than the devils worſhip, began 


0 make moſt dire exclamations; 5 
| when ſtruggling to get to the 
i. firſt bed ſhe could, to awake 


ſome one to befriend her, and 
catching at John's bed-poſt, the 
1 furious beaſt threw her down 
| -... all 
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ran over John's face, and made 


its way into his bed ; the briny 4 
flood ſoon awakened John, who 


cdried out, „where! what the 
. devil's here! worſe and worſe 
4 A pretty trick by the zook- | 
© ers! --- landlord laid us in a 
50 room with no roof on the 
„ top, and I am Half-drowned 2 
with rain; but an ever ſtop 
here again 1 will be uſed 
| better ! --- Doll---landlord--- 
hoftler---" « Bleſs me, cries | 


Mrs. Thunder, my dear look 


cc 


ec 


out ; ſee what's the matter ;” 


_ Oh the devil! the devil ” 
ciries the old lady; --- “ what 
does ſhe lay, the devil! lie 


« ſtill, 


_ pewter-vaſe in her hand, which 


— — — — — —_— « — — 7 


\ 5 


N 


* il, my dear Mrs. Tr 5 
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Ho | « 
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I exhauſt my ſpirits ſo much 


on the ſtage, I cannot ſum= 


mon fortitude at all times--- 
lie ſtill, I fay ; 1 — 1 wiſh it 


was morning -— The houſe 


„ muſt be haunted, I am ſure.” 
— He had no ſooner uttered 
theſe words, than the hoſtler en- 
ters with a candle --- © hey! 


„ what's to do now? you are all 


mad to-night in this room I 


„ think; if theſe be play-folks, 


" 


I hope to ſee none but chrif- 
tian travellrs again as long as 
1 live.” --- Get out you devil, 


cried John, what the devil did 
your miſtreſs put me in a room 
with all the flates off for ? --- 


Slates off! thatch eg mean! . 


| „hy, | | 
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--=WIy, it Was all new. done 1 
but lait Shrove-tide, and | 
as found as a rock; © you : 
Ive, you villain ! lam drown- „ 
ed!“ Zons! a matter, why . 
you have pitt your bed as | 
ure as can be---ha ! ha! ha! | 
what 1 in the name of wonder | 
have us here? the old lady | 
and your rough cur on the | 
ground !---and here's pot too! | 
Zoons! now vou may ſee 
how it was --- ſhe would be 4: 
revenged on bs raviſh- | 
Z ing---hoh ! hoh! Hoh !---all 


« 


is fair maſter John. John 


ſtares, whilit the hoftler releaſes {\ 
the old woman, who, with a pi- |} 
tiful accent, told all the circum- IF: 
: ſtances with ſo deplorable anne 


that 
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: that even John forgave, and Z 


joined the general laugh her ri- 


Sf diculous accidents had occafion- 
4 ed; but, in order to prevent 
more diſorders, and to dry his 
| ftorm-drenched garments, he be- 

took himſelf to the kitchen-fire 


for the remaining part of the 
ev ening. 


"Four 0 clock i in the mor ning, 


they were all ready to march; 
the adventures of the night 1 


having been recited over ſome 


extremely bad bohea, with large 
Ty: flakes of brown bread and but= _ 
1 ter;---Mifs Sedgwick atked for 


_ a Piece of toaſt. toaſt indeed! 5 


| cries the landlady ; > 1 tay toaſt ; 
I $00! confound your nice guts! 


vor LAGS „Eno; 


„ no; we never Bund toaſt | 


for your wag ggon gueſts, be- 
cauſe we charge the poor de- 
vils who have enough to do to 
travel at all, but four-pence a | 
piece; — a luncheon of brown ED 
bread, and good Iriſh butter, 
did not uſe to be def; iſed; 3 
6e but theſe tine minikin ths, 
| who have been in high keep- 
ing in London, by prodigal 
* heirs, and old men that out- 
& live their ſenſes, imagine the 
world is paved as they go; 
when, dear heart, their gol- . 
den carpets are changed t to £ 
common pebbles at latt! '— 


„ Brute of 2 oman,“ ried 
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Miſs Sedgwick, © monſter, Ds L 


& ſin and wickedneſs hath hard- 
4 ened, 
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| 3 98 who do vou ratk 401 | 
ho dare you !-— hence! 
leave the room. Mr. Storm 


well, it all I meet 15 Ss be 


like 1518 we hx 0 SER bene 


cet 


8 YOU h 8 1 cannot bear 
5 e 3, ind CE! th Sir, Pp ann 
| not u 2 £1 to 1uc! h tre Dat me ant | 


\S ® 


I ha oon Or beg my brea ? 


tron n the hand ot charity 
than [ULM it to it!” 


| Ste rm ol firtc- 121 zutter ed 10 


T7 


«6 infult Yo QUT gueſts, "a 15 par- 


poor e 211 irl, hovr 11 it- 


| 
[4 
| 
* 
— 2 
— 
— 


tie does Ihe 3 of the Old 
Bailey! — “ Madam, I will 


THY {3 
= 


tee vou ; —— hare, 
landlu 


80 
lady, the next tim vou 
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you may not approve of --- | 
ſure, I pay for w hat I have, | 
madam; „ good lack ! and 
who are you! f a pitiful play-| 
c“ man !--Sirrah, ſirrah, I know | | 
You all!--No longer ago than 
© laſt week we had a curſed | 
& punch here, as you call him; 
c and what was the conſe- | 
quence, forſooth! why, four | 
diaper clouts, one ſhift, half 


an old ſhirt of my huſband's, | 


a plated punch-ladle, a pair 
of flippers, and three break 


faſt cloths, was miſſed, as | 
ſoon as they left my barn, 
with a pox to them. We 


that have g retormed meet- | 
„ing 


ticularly one of our frater- 
„ nity, I ſhall ſet my foot where | 
c 


cc 
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ing in the town, ſhould ſend 


« ſuch traſh to the plantations, 
tow ork as they ought to do!” 


60 Why, hark'ee, Mrs. Score- 
double, returned the mana- 


nager, « do you compare us 


actors with thoſe fellows that 


„ ftroll about with a puppet- 
ſhow! actors of drolls and inter- 


„ Judes! we that are the beams 
aan literati--the lanterns of 
T 0 


common-ſenſe---and the ve- 
hicles of erudition! — and a- 


„ gain, madam; is it fitting for 


you, that proclaim yourſelf a 


methodiſt (where you may ; 


cheat by the practice of pie- 


1 


By ty); I ſay, is © fitting that 


«© you ſhould mention your 


« moral operations againſt us, 


5 


1 +: « who 
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ce 


oe 
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“ wit of wicked authors, to ſe- 


„ Auce others to ſin! Give me 
(4 
( 
„ dertake the great work ! — 

„What are thoſe in the back 5 

N yard, John Tapſter ?” „ 
* Poor man you would not 

* lodge, miſtreſs, 18 getting up 


from under yon hedge with | 


« C 
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who are true proteſtants ---" 
ay | and never ſce the inſide 


of a church-- (returned ſhe) | 
_unlebs it is to hear your laſt | 
' ſermon after condemnation, | 
When you are obliged to at- 
« tend! true Proteſtants, in- 
deed ! No, no; you ſing 


hymns to the devil nightly; 
and rehearſe the depraved © 


a man that will ſtand faſt and | 
upright, and is able to un- 


60 two E 
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Cc 
cc 
: CC 


| « 


cc 


two little chen — you 


know the mother was loſt in 
her illneſs for want, and found 


dead in the church-porch, — 
when it coit the churchwar- | 


dens of the pariſh almoſt as 


e much to bury her, as it would 
« to have relieved her“ 


« Odds heart! whip them 


2 4 
5 0 
4 
1 


cc 


out of my ground, or I ſhall 


have the reit of the wretches 


to bury myſelf, and I will 


have no concern with ſuch 
rubbiſh. _ 


« And this 18 your charity, 


cc 


A 


madam, faid Stormwell ? — 

pox. take your whole con- 

gregation of Aden I ſay; 
14 ON. * WHY 


= 


© why they will deceive A bro- 


ker, out-lie a lawyer, out- 
cant a er and out-cheat 
—Your inſpired 
bakers, holy burchers, ſanc- | 
tified coblers, and zealous | 
baſket-makers, | are the very | 
peſt of the earth, and ruin | 


more honeſt ignorant fami- 
ce 
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the devil. 
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hes than a general famine! 
wou turn up the whites 
of your eyes to heaven, with 
miſchief in your hearts; and 
pray conſtantly in public, in 
order to impoſe upon the = 
* world in private! ---Is there 
one honeſt praiſe- worthy _ 
© action done in vour whole | 
community? — Witneſs the 
Poor man and his ſtarving 
0 little 


cc 


= 


"| © little infants (robbed lately 
of a fond mother) under the 
hedge ! Is it poſſible that hu- 
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man nature ſhould grow ſo _ 


. depraved and hardened, as 


e relieve them! Could 
+» they ever raiſe their uttle 
. ſupplicating hands in vain! 

% or their poor father cry, 


cc regardleſs, for their morſel of 


„relief! Hence monſter in a 


600 human form! 1 have but a 


trifle, and it ſhall be theirs, 
© to ſhew the difference of our 
perſuaſions ; ours generouſly 
opens the bleeding heart to 

. all oppreſt mankind--your's, _ 


« confines your little execrable 


| © donations to wretches of your 


. own n hell-inſpired principles.” 


= 


T 3 6 Hev- 


ce 


66 


6&6 


4. : 
T 
" 


cc 
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thought a playman had as: 


little to do wn religion in 
; public as a B- 


p * 


Why lnb ee, madam, 1 „ 
—P | 


5 as ſeldom as a B 


| | 


« Heyday ! what a ſermont| 
„ has the fellar made! — 
46% 


it 18 true, but then I Under | 


the theory of the thing but 
why do I talk with you—1 
deſpiſe you — let me fly to 


6: aflift My fellow-creatures in 5 
2 


diſtreſs.” 


a 5 run to the 


bottom of the vard to the hedge, 4 
and; gave the poor man and his 
little ſtarvelings two ſhillings, 
partly all his ſlope: What a ſa- 
tisfaction had he ! he was thank- 


— 


ed with tears of joy from the 


ton gue 
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tongue of man. What delicate 


feelings might the rich and af- 


fluent have on the ſame occa- 
ſion; — how many expenſive 
pleaſures, which they purtue, 
vield not half the ſatisfaction as 


the more exquiſite joy of re- 


licving thoſe whom the hand 
of Heaven ſeemed to make de- 
pendent « on our bounty 1 


To rel eve the human heart Do 


from too oppreflive ſorrow, is 
to become at once the delegates 
of the moſt High ;— little, but 


a little lower at that moment, 


than the ord ler of ang Is Cha- 
rity ſets man above hum-nity 

eit exalts ! it ennob.es ! it makes. L 

him at once father and mom ach 


16 over 
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ments of an obliged heart ! — 


of the 3 


1 have heard theſe very 7 play- 5 

ers affirm, that often in the 

' midſt of bad ſucceſs, hardſhips, 7 
and diſtreſs, they have given up 
their beſt nights profits to the 
Poor of the place they were then 


at; and if it turned out parti- 


cularly good, they ſeemed to 

Part with it with a particular 

air of triumph and ſelf-ſatisfac- 

_ tion ;—ought not then the man 
of thouſands to bluſh ! what 


1 Þ 


over his fellow-creatures by | 
| having power to oblige them; 
— nay, he claims there what 
few princes can, the real ſenti- : 55 


Kings meet only the offerings 
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5 poor imperfect tale muſt 
he tell, when the treaſure of 


| this world is no more, and the 
late wearer of the purple rai- 
ment becomes himſelf a tenant. 
of the dark inevitable grave.— 
Man has taught me to mora- 
lize, you ſee; how then can 
they themſelves ever want re- 
fllection; —itis ſtrange !—and 
though but an inſect, I pity! 
wonder! and deplore! — The 
waggon being ready, they all 
re- aſſumed their own places; - 
after having made a little ga- 
thering forthe poor diſtreſtwan- 
derers "their Manager had juſt 
relieved; this double bounty, 


from beings almoſt equally diſ- 


treſt, Rea enable them to re- 


un 


JD 
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gain that home their poverty 1 
hindered their retreat to, for 
fear of ſtarving on their little | 


JOUrneVv, 


W. al, they heard the whip of 


John crack chearfully ; all was 


content and tr ny till ano- ] 


ther accident betel poor Mrs. 
Crotchct, who ſeemed to have 
become the daughter of miſ- 


fortune in this her adventurous 


_ undertaking ; having unfortu- | 
nately choſen a barrel of Britiſh | 
herrings for her ſeat in the 
vehicle, by the motion of the 
Caravan, and the w eight of the 
lady, two hoops flew at once, 


the top fell in, and poor Mrs. 


Crotchet, following too cloſely, 


: W as 5 


5 46 | 
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was drenched up to the waiſt in 
a ſtrong pickle of brine ; —her 
exclamations, and the cnes of 
the encloſed—Stop ! ! ſtop! ſoon 
made John ſenſible all was not 
well within but when he ap- 
proached the wag gon, and be- 
held the barrel {plit, and the 

ſtrange ſituation of the old lady, 
he held up his hands in aſto- 

niſhment, and looked as wiſe 

as Cymon in the fable. Mercy 

« on us, and ſend us to keep 
« our ſenſes ! why this old 


66 plague will be the ruin of 


« me; ſhe is the very devil for 


"v6 ſartan - — Why do but ce 
f twenty ſhilling will not pay 
« the damage of this caſk be- 
266 ing ſpoilt—come out, and be 
« dd 


164 ADVENTURES OF A FLEA, 


« for it among you; and you, 


| <© madam, mal ride behind me 
| © upon old Ball, then 1 can 
| © watch your waters for you, 


and zee how you go on; — 


« what, I muſt not ruin West 
« ter and ſell too !”--The play- 
ers were all dumb for fear of 
damages, and poor Dame Crot- 
chet was hoiſted behind John, 
a puniſhment bad enough for 
Ls e 


= to 3 — if ever 
40 my v. waggon bears thee again | 
„%] am a varlet.”—Out he pulls 
| the old gentlewoman, wet thro? 
| every rag with brine, ſome of 
the berries ſticking to her poſ- 

teriors; —© there! there! cries 
l « John, this. 1s the worſt. of ” 
all worſts; _ you ſhall pay 
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| fo ſmall an offence, as the jon - 
ing of the horſe, and the pene- 
trating quality of the brine, al- 
| moſt flea'd the poor lady alive; 
— ſhe begged hard to be rein- 
| ſtated; nay, urged the neceſſity 
of the thing; but John had as 
deaf an ear to remonſtrances as 
his betters ; s --and indeed, whiſt- 1 
led as careleſsly whilſt ſhe de- 
livered them; — at length, to 
| her great joy, they halted to 
dine, where ſhe was dried, and 
the fiſh-barrel made once more 
whole—and filled up with two 
pennyworth of ſalt, and ſome g 
excellent green ditch-water—- 
ſecrecy on all ſides was to be 
obſerved, and no more to be 
ſaid. But, as if fortune was 


not 
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not tired of her mad pranks, |. 
poor Dame Crotchet underwent 


another humiliating accident; 


— retiring after dinner to the , | 
temple of Cloacina, to pay her 
| devoirs to that uſeful goddeſs, 
ſhe being a conſtant votary of 
her's at nine in the morning, 
and three in the afternoon, her 
_ grandfather, grandmother, great 
| grandmother, and fo on, uſing | 
thoſe hours, ſhe went fully pre- 
puared for the cuſtomary obla- 
tion ;—the way ſhe was direct- 


ed to it was through 4 coal- 


houſe, very ſolemn and dark a 
for the occaſion ; — ſhe march- 
ed to the ſtated place, with a 


lcaf of a modern tragedy in her 


hand, to Sd as a flag of duty; 
—and 


— —— OE — 


oe 
* 


——— — — a tris et 
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— and indeed, as proper ? uſe | 
as it deſerved to be put to; — 
| hearing nobody ſtir, and all 
dark, ſhe mounts the canon, 
and lets fly, with no ſmall re- 
Port, never being exact enough 
to find out the port-hole for fear 
of fouling her fingers, for ſhe 
was extremely clean but liſt ! 
oh ! dire miſtake ! no leſs a per- 
ſon than Juſtice Drow ſy had fal- 
len aſleep there, and received 
the whole fire of her artillery; - 
he awakened with rage at the 
ſudden exploſion, and fatal 
ſtench thereof, ſeized poor mo—- 
ther Crotchet as the delinquent, | 
and ſummoned her: out to 2 
ſudden trial ; her misfortunes : 
before W ere paſtime to this ;— 


6 cat | 


66 out thou ſuccubus, then 2 
jeſuitical whore of Babylon, 


„ ſent over to poiſon proteſtant 


cc 


cc 


„ lice at me! — was a perſon 
of my afithority meant to be : 
ſh———t upon! doſt thou 
know woman, Jam of the 

quorum] ſee here abomina- 

ble wretch ! what a condition 
IJ am in !- my new buckſkins 
as yellow as an egg! — and 

what a ſtench —ay, and the 
very waiſtcoat Iwore for high 
ſheriff thirty years ago, is 
entirely ſpoilt, lace and cloth! _ 
Ay; I ſhall recover great 
damages on my trial! --- art 
thou worth money ?' No, 
and pleaſe your worſhip's 

« worſhip, 


© 
= 


(c 
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juſtices !—what was thy ma- 
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« wor ip, 1 I have not two ſhil- 
0 lings in the world-—1 am as 
Poor as poor” --- 64 Fy! what 
a ſtench! thou canſt not be 
A proteſtant member by thy 
ſmell---harK'ee ! are not you | 
a catholic ? have not vou lived 
upon relicks theſe laſt wm 
years of your life, and now ” 
evacuated them all at once 
upon a poor Proteſtant juſ- 
tice ?”--- No, your honour ; 
indeed your honour 1 faw 
nobody; - by my truly! did 
not --- and as for any peſti- | 
lent defign againſt your wor- 
ſhip's honour, -I can make 
it appear, if I am brought to 
trial, I am as ignorant as your 
worſhip.” — * Well, well, 
« the - 


cc 


cc 
(„„ | 


mall er as a thi 


cc 


60 
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« the woman 1 reaſon, - 


and to the purpoſe. Let me 
ſee and ſtate _ cafe before 


juſtice, 1 doubt ; — Jet it bh 7 


k 1 have the law on my : 
„ fide — w ell, but it muſt be 
« 


determin el by a a jury, and if 


they ſho uld bring it in man- 
ſlaughter only, r perha 58 
barely accidental, What da- 
mages ſhall 1 recover ? af 


7 


ſue the county, on account of 
the Pbdner xtreme pover- 


ty and incapability; none! 


no damages! — accidental! — 
ay! if a piece goes off acci- : 
dentally, and that Piece was 
not charged on the preſent 


« occafion, 
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_ occaſion, — nor intentively 
fired off at the perſon injured 
or aftected by the exploſion. : 
"JE me ſee ; ſuffocation! can 
"LF: it that way ? --- no; I 
cannot wy I am ablolutely 
ſuffocatec ; and) if I ſhould 
loſe my e by a fit of 
8 s 0 hy! bare a large 5 


- 


carp, and fore * cate for fu; = 


5er! bes les, 1 may occaſion. 


7 hi 5 rat ble: > of a double 
ahpetite Wn et me ice; the 
old wretch trembles 18 ſni⸗ 
vels; —- hark'ee you, Mrs. 
W hat-cve-callum; if ſhould 
forgive vou, that 18 to ſay, 
pardon you this great offence, 


tha it * cating the baſeſt of 


« dirt on one ot Ds maiefty's 


0 repr E 


6c 


( 


( 


* 


cc 


3 
8 


| 4 | 
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repreſentatives, can you pri- 


vately, I fay, can you pri- 
vately expunge this manure 
from my waiſtcoat and vel- | 
vet breeches ? that is to ſay, 


can you make me leſs offen- 


ſive?” --- « I heartily with 14 
could, Sir; --- „ yell, well, 
80 into the houſe, and ſcheme 

me 2 large napkin or table- 
cloth; ---and, hark' ee do it 
privately---w hat, what ! w hy p 


ſare, you have done private | 


matters before now --- thou | | 
art old indeed---and my hale 
conſtitution requires a young | 
 woman--or--but make haitte, | 
c and do it trimly, L lay; 0 
not let them ſee; I would 
not let the exe of ſuſpicion 


66 ſquint 
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0 cin upon me in this ſitu- 
| © ation, for three trials of rapes, 
| © and nine veniſon feaſts! 
«© Come, come; make hate 3 


© nimbly, nimbly ; ; ſo, 8 
„ thou -can ft move quick e- 
© nough s on occaſion.” 


T forgot t to tell vou that i in 
the buſtle I leaped on the old 
|| lady's brown curls, when John 
. removed her to ride behind him 
— as I wanted to have a pro- 
7 ſpect of the country; ; being, 2 
you will find by this grand biſ- 
tory, extremely curious in every 
. thing. — Mother Crotchet re- 


turns with the dining- cloth 


they had neglected to move; 


| when, after having cleaned juſ- 


, — —— — — — 
— — —— — — te p 
— — 
—— — 
— u ² r X e——_— - — — ——  ——— 
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tice Drowſy extremely well, he 
began to grow jocoſe, and ſw ee -- 
he --W ould — you muſt think 
What the long daſh means, as I 
am too modeſt to relate it. But 
ine affurec the juſtice that ſhe 
had not known a man this 
= any a day; - — and that the 


doctors ſaid any quick motion 


Whatever would do her he erm, 
as the was very much inclined 
to the tympany; betides being 

inceſſantly troubled with the 
naughty wind, which was al- 


ways roving about in her bow els, 


her little guts and her great 
ones; and concluded with beg- 
ging his worthip to abſtain from 
all ſuch things. Well, ab, 
* fſaid the juſtice, 80 thy ways 


6 not 
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„ not a word cf the accident, 
Iu and all ſhall be ſafe ;--hark'ye, 
: throw the cloth down here, 
and if they ſueuld mils it, : 
vill tell them, after you are 
gone, it was done out of 
pure ſpite for putting too 
i much Water to e porridge 
D and here — here is ſix- 
pence for a olaſs of right 
c Hollands, to ſhew you I can 
c“ forgive; but, above all, be 
ſecret, woman; conſider I am 
a great : man, and muſt not 
be ſpoke of with OP ; 
: on any account. 


Poor mother Crotchet, feel- 
. ing the full force of the juſ- 
tice's good- nature and eaſy dif- 

K 2 Pofition, 
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— -0-exprets her - 
_ gratitude by humble thanks and 


c 


| 


low curtfies; but he interrupt- 
ed her with Well, well; leſs 
form, good woman ;--plague 


<« take thee, what do'ſt drop 


85 me fo many curtſies for ?7--- 
On which the old lady inſtantly 7 


: retired, 


3 ohn now whiſtled all to the 


| waggon ; and as Ball's rump be- 

| gan to grow ſore, Mrs. Crot- 
| chet was permitted to take her 
| uſual place, and off they go to 
their laſt ſtage. They had not 
left the inn above ten minutes 
before they miſſed the table- 


cloth — upon immediatel- re- 


olecting that they had heard 


Jobo 
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John ſay they were fſhow- folks, 


and comedy -people, they cha- 
ritably concluded that they had 


ſtolen the table- cloth for a robe 
of innocence to clothe a veſtal } 
virgin. While they were all in 


| . this confuſion, the juſtice walk- | 
| ed ſtately into the parlour, when | 


being entirely cleaned, except 
of a little bit that ſat perching 
upon the toe of his boot, he 
requeſted the cauſe, and was in 


great fear of their purſuing the | | 
people, which muſt have led to | 
0 diſcovery of the whole affair. 


— Hark'ye landlord, cried he, 


N cc what's the matter?“ Why, | 
„ Sir! the curſed play-folks 


„ that dined here, have ſtole 
cc my wife's beſt Gaper table- 
K 1 40 cloth.“ 5 
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« cloth.“ “ Are you ſure of 


„ it P—&«® Yes, Sir; I will take 
ce my oath of it:“ — * and ſo 
„will I tco, ſays the wife.“ 
The ſervants, of courſe, were 
all forced to ſay the ſame. “ Si- 
« lence, good people,” exclaim- 
ed the juſlice; * pray landlord, 
ee en take me for a con- 
6 jurer?“ — “ Who, me!“ re- 
plied the landlord, — 1 never 
6 took your worſhip for a con- 
« jurer in my life; — lack-a- 
. day, Sir, I am a peaceable 
56 man, and ſcorns to tell a lie 
of any body.” on A,. re- 
10 plied his wife, we have 
© known your worſhip from a 
4 child, little, and all your fa- 
0 mily for a many g generations; 
„ and 
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—and nev er heard of a con- 


jurer among zi them! in all my 


varſal davs ! --- No, Sir, my 4 
| huſband and 1 ſhall do your 
good worſhip no wrong, Iam 
ſure; - and for your wor- 
ſhip's | being « Well, ſi- 
lence woman, and do not diſ- 
turb the court but go in- 
to your garden, look under 
Aa goofeberry-tree, near the 
coal-houſe, and there vou 
will find your property; you 


ſee I am a learned man; — 
it is bedunged all over with 


human manure, on account 
of your being too parſimo- 
nious in your common ordi- 
nary- — how I know it, aſk 


K 4 „ 
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(c me not ; — you ſee L- am v2 


« wiſe.“ 


The juſtice having finiſhed 


this elaborate ſpeech, —* Dear, 


6 bleſs your worſhip,” cries 
— the landlord, «I never knew 
0 your vw orſhip Was ſo learned 

% in my life before.” The fa- 

mily were ſoon convinced of 
their error; on which the juſ- 

tice bid them digeſt the thing 


well, before they offered to take 


their oaths for the future; and 


to avoid all raſh ſewing. 


- And to be ſure, the juſtice, 
how ever ſelfiſh his motives were 
at the preſent time, gave a cau- 
tion highly neceffary, and which 
£ had 


Noone, 
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had been particularly inuſtrated 
in the point in queſtion. An 
oath, befides the ſacred appeal 
which the individual thereby 


makes to Heaven, is to be con- 


ſidered as the moſt ſolemn teſt 
to which any perſon can be 


brought, in order to come at 


truth, and to ſettle thoſe diſ- 


ES putes which ſo frequently ariſe, 
in ſuch a manner, as to do juſ- 


| tice between man and man. 


= 4 FP therefore, | ought 
not, by any means to be trifled . 
with. 


| For this reaſon, thare are 
ſome: who are determined never 

to ſwear at all. —This 1s doubt- 

| K 8 RES 
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leſs carrying matters to an ex- _ 

treme ; ſince by ſuch a conduct, - 

they refuſe to be brought to 
ſuch a teſt as can beſt anſwer 
the end propoſed and approved 


buy the laws of their country. 


And though a particular ſect in 
England are indulged 1 in certain 
_ caſes ſo far that their oath is 
diſpenſed with, vet in others— 
the moſt material — this par- 
ticularity or obſtinacy, call it 
which you pleaſe, is juſtly ex- 


cepted againſt; —a circumſtance 


worthy of obſervation. 


But, without arguing in this 


manner, thinking men muſt al- 
low, that though it is neceſſary 
for men ſometimes to be called 

„ to 
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do the teſt of an oath, yet oaths are 
too often exacted, and with too 
little ſolemnity, to render them ſo 
binding as they ought to be, in 


order to fulfil the grand purpoſe 


. for which nd are adminiſtered. 


| If any one ' doubts the firſt 
propotition, let him conſider the 


_ oaths required to be taken by 


5 perſons 1 in the cuſtoms and ſome ; 
other departments, reflect how 
they are kept, and deſcant on. 


the propriety of them. 


If the ſecond. propoſition is 
doubted, let thoſe who call it 


in queſtion, only attend. our 
courts of juſtice, obſerve what 


: K 6 paſſes, 8 
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paſſes, 100 they will be con- ; 


vinced of its propriety. 


. Shilling warrants alſo and 
their appendages, perhaps encou- 
rage too much this practice of 
(hat we muſt not call) com- 


mon feearin ge 


Now, to do juſtice to the 
juſtice (though as the reader 
will perceive) he was not a man 


of great ſagacity, yet he was 
ſtrongly tinctured with the opi- 


nion delivered above, and would 
in virtue of his authority, put 


many queſtions to perſons 
brought before him in ſome 


| particular ſituations, previous ta 


His 


ADVENTURES or A FLEA, 205 


his ſuffering them to be ſworn. 
Among the multiplicity of thoſe 


queſtions, tho ſome might not 


be altogether ſo neceſſary, yet 
others, at times, came home to 

the point, and operated even- 
| tually to FE a e 


More than once, | this worthy 
e has intercepted the 


oath, as it were, juſt quivering 
on the lips of a girl who had 
been ſuborned to ſwear the fruit 
of her womb — not to its au- 
thor— but to a perſon whom 
Private reaſons render more eli- 

gible. Juſtice Drowſy has fre- 
quently received due praiſe upon 

ſuch occaſions. It was, how- 
ever, only when all his facul- 


ties 


— — _ 
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ties were awake, that he Was 
capable of ſuch exertions. 


The juſtice 110 DEW end- 
ed his lecture, and ſettled the 
important matter above related, 
| when another company arriv- 

ed, which put the landlady into 

a ſort of buſtle. No leſs a per- 

ſonage than Mr. Deputy Candle- 
Wick and his conſort, who had 

inſiſted on accompanying him, 
as well as a lad their ſon — the 
| hope of the family—arrived in 
| I a poſt-chaiſe on their route, in 
ſearch of the deputy's daughter, 
who had thought fit to. elope 
with a young fellow his clerk, 
on 2 e e excurſion. 
On enquiry, it turned out, that 
the 


- 
—— — — 


Z 
— By — — —— . — — — 5 


the landlord had ſeen juſt ſuch 


a couple there the laſt evening, 
and that they had hired a ve- 
hicle, which had returned, after 


very late travelling. 


28 
: Gs ; 
— . 2 
- — —U—— ——ä— — . — 


In conſequence of this infor- 


mation, it was intended to queſ- 
tion the driver; but as he was 
not in the way, no other fa- || 
tisfaction could be obtained than 
that the landlady had heard 
him ſay when he returned, that 
he had ſet down the gentleman 
and lady, by their expreſs order, 


at a little houſe in the outſkirt 


of the town, whither he was 


engaged to carry them, While 


he proceeded to ths capital inn 
tor refreſhment. 7 


. 


1 


208 ADVENTURES OF A FLEA. 


Mr. Candlewick was for pro- 
cCeeding immediately, after tak- 
ing a bit of bread and a glaſs of 
wine; but to this his lady ob- = 

| jected, as ſhe ſaid ſhe wanted 
an hour or two of reſt, and 

| ſomething like a repaſt, having 
travelled hard. — © Ay ! (faid 
« Mr. Deputy) but whoſe fault 
% was that? You knew I did 

„ not deſire you to take that 
1 1 — « Oh! you did | 
LF © not; but 7 found it neceſſary 9 
« to myſelf about what | 

„ concerned my daughter. 1 
Was highly proper I mould 1 
„ come along with you.”—— 
„ Yes! and that the boy ſhould | 
« be lugged along with us too; 
« in order to increaſe the load, | 

60 and 
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and to make every thing ns; 
cumberſome _ as Poſſible, 
when we were upon a jour- 
ney that ; required expedi- 
tion.” — Ay, Mr. Candle- 
wick ; but then if 70 I 
had come without me, you 
would have made more 
Haſte than good ſpeed, I 
don't doubt. I could not 
truſt you, as you! re always 
doing ſome fooliſh thing or 
another: I ſay, I could not 
truft you in what related to 
my daughter.” — 
| © madam! (ſaid the deputy, in 
an exalted voice) Is not ſhe 
„ my daughter too? And pray 
what would you in your wiſ⸗ 
dom do, if you ſhould over- 
0 take 


* * — — wo — 
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take them ? what could you 
do better than to bring them 

back again? And, I ſappoſe 
Ian capable of that; am 1 


not? But, at the rate you 


propoſe, we ſhall never be 


12 to overtake them at 


all.”= — I do not know what 7 


you are capable of, not — 


but (replied the lady) as to 


what I would do, that re- 


mains to be ſeen. I am as 
Willing as you to proceed 
with all proper expedition, 


but not ſo as to faint by the 


Wap, Which will certainly be 
the caſe if we go without 
neceſſary refreſhment. And 
what muſt Sammy do? Poor 
(7 boy! = 
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+. *: DOY 7. he 18 ready to fink 4 
66 ready.“ 5 


T hus the alterce ation ſtood, = 


| when Sammy, who was a com- 
plete looby, and almoſt a Tony 
Lumpkin in every thing but 


| ſhrewdneſs, ſtrengthened his 


| el. ape 


_ mother's party, complained of 
his ſtomach, &c. and concluded 
. vith e 


reſumed Mrs. Candlewick, 


„ but little your father minds 
„ you. If we were both dead, 


„ he would not By: But we'll 
« live to ſpite him.”— “ True! 


+ that ſeems to be the - na 
:M of your lives (replied the de- 


. Puty) 
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16 puty) you mean to bring up | 


„the boy as finely as you have 
„ done the girl. It is to your 


d leftons, I conclude, that we 


(„ owe this misfortune,” 5 


But Mrs. Cardlewick: totally I 8 
denied that her huſband had 
any judgment i in this matter.— — 

If the girl has done wrong, | 

| (argued ſhe) it is owing to f 
her forwardneſs and froward- = 

„ neſs: it ſhe has any thing 

„ good in her, it is learned 


* 


4 


„ from me; all that is bad, it is 


plain is your's and her own.” 


@ - - The deputy replied ; the lady 
| rejoined; and they were pro? 


ceeding to high words, when 


.--_ 
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kadlord aſked them whether 
they would pleaſe to want any 


thing; and he having received 


orders for a bottle of wine and 
ſome cakes, the landlady, after 
dropping a curtſey, and mak- 
ing ſome apologies for ſpeak- 
ing, begged leave to obſerve, 
that as ſhe had a good larder, 
he could toſs up ſomething nice 
for her gueſts in a hurry ; which 
ſhe ſaid might have been near- 
ly done during the time that 
they were ſpeaking, if as how 
ſhe had had their commands; 3 
not that ſhe would wiſh to de- 
tain any body that was in haſte 


os faid) but only ſhe thought 


the gentle folks m might as well 
take a little bit, to frengthen 
them; 


. 
— 
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them; and beſides, i in the mean 5 
time, Jonathan the poſt-boy, 
who had drove the young cou- 
ple, might poſſibly return and 
give their honours better in- 
form ation. 


e good woman had per- 
ceived in the courſe of the ma- 
trimonial converſation, that 
ee the grey mare Was the better 


„ horſe ;”- —and beſides, the laſt | 


argument had ſome weight with 
the deputy, as had allo certain 
calls of appetite to which he N 
was ſubject as Well as his con- 
ſort; — ſo that a truce of tongues | 
being now concluded, ſome 
lamb-chops and other little mat- 
ters were ordered, and preſent- | 
IF 
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ly got 5 to their mutual 
latisfaction. 


While this food family were 


| buſied; in eiaptying their plates, 
in order to fill their ſtomachs, 


35 Juſtice Drox: ſv, who fat ſmoak- 


ing his pipe and drinking his 


quanium of ale in the room 


behind the bar, having previ- 
ouſly whifpered the landlady _ 


that he had ſome knowledge of 
Mr. Deputy Candlewick, took L 
the opportunity of gratifying | 
her by particular requeſt, with 
| tome out-lines of his hiſtory, 
ir the following manner. 


„ Mr. Candle wick (aid he) 


is of a birth {© obſcure, that 
| «& the =, 


| 


 B 
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ce 
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cc 
„ maintaining and educating | 
him during his infant ſtate, | 
yet he continued his _ 
tions, and declared was. + 
| foundling, \ whom he _ 1 
up in one of the Welch 


e counties. 
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the world favs, he cannot 
„trace his own parentage. All 
cc that is known of him 1s, that 
he was brought up at Shrewſ- 
bury by a gs whom 
the cenſorious, as there 
always will be 8 pro- 
nounced to be his father : — 
But this the aforeſaid gentle- 
man alwavs contradicted, and 
on His death-bed, though he 


left him a ſufficiency for 


% This 


\ 


«« prov ed a fortunate one. Tho- 


* 
46 

c 
5 « lucky. He choſe to 80 into 
«ſervice with a ae en of 
the name of Gildon, at 
5 Shrew ſbury. His maſter hav- 
ng concerns with a broker | 
61 


(e 


66 1 
& take poſſeſſion of the effects, 
Which were left intirely to 
him. This gentleman hap- 

pened to take notice of young 
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„This foundling, however, 


he was very backward in 


taking his learning, vet his 


lot turned out to be very 


at London, the former dy- 
ing, the latter came down to 


Timothy as he Was called, 


and propoſed taking him to 


London. Timothy was pleaſ- . 


ed with the thought of the 
Vor- 1 — 


„ jour- 


(e 


(c 


„ Journey, and willing to try 


ce 


„ maſter. He was according- 
ly taken to town by Mr. Gil- 
don.—I muſt tell you, good 
folks, that prejudices are very 

« ſtrong in ſome people: — this 
-as the caſe with Gildon; 
he took an unaccountable 
is. liking to Timothy, who, as 


« far as I could learn, had no 


4 particular excellencies that 
might be deemed to deſerve 


it. 
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his fortune with this new 


„ However that was, this 
lad was admitted to fill the 
LG 


office of clerk, and (not to 


dwell long upon particulars) 


2 little before bis articled 
8 . 66 time 
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time was expired, he ran 
;. 4 away with his maſter's niece. 
There was a ſtolen wedding | 
| made up, and as the girl was 
the old gentleman's neareſt 
of kin, after a few angry 
words, and holding off a lit- 
tle, for form's ſake, he gave 
his conſent to what could not 
be remedied, together with 
6 his blefling, and a ſmall for- 
tune, which he promiſed to 
make additions according to 
6 the future merits of the par- 
ties. This was Mr. Candle- 
wick's firſt wife, Who never 
bore him any children, tho 
cc he was married to her up- 
„ wards of five years. She 
| lived long enough to inherit 


L. 2 6 all 
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all her uncle had to lea e, 
and died time enough to leave 
this child of fortune a young 
widower, in poſſeſſion of a 
conſiderable capital, and his 
former maſter's buſineſs. 


a The * lady had 1 | been 71 


dead a twelvemonth before 
Mr. Candlewick caſt his eyes 


upon Mus Flint, the daugh- 
% ter of an eminent pawn- | 
broker, who had retired from 
4 


buſineſs, and was able and 


willing to give his girl a good 


fortune. It happened that 


the ſuitor found favour both 
in the ſight of Miſs Flint 


and of her parents, with whoſe 


| conſent he married her, and 


1 64 received 


4 more of what is generally 
termed ſpirit, than the for- 
mer ever pretended to, and a 


great ſhare of which her huſ- 
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„ completely ſo, as this Mrs. 
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recelved ſome thouſands of 


pounds, in order to render 
the marriage-ſtate happy. It 
cannot be ſaid to have been 


Candlewicx poſſeſſes much 


band could certainly diſpenſe 
with. But, as ſhe has brought | 

him children, which he want- 
ed, a fortune, to which he had 


no objection, and he has more 


in expectation from the ſame 


« quarter, the good man, tho” 


he now and then talks high, 
yet generally gives waywhere 


all his domeſtic peace and 


* future 


« 


& Candlewick, whoſe ſon, as 


„perhaps you will think, if 1 
« you have penetration, is a 
booby. The daughter, of 
whom they complain for the ; 


haſty ſtep ſhe has juſt now 74 
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farce” intereſt [fee to be 


« 1o wy « concerned. 


« Such are Mr. and Mrs. =O 


taken, I ſaw when I was in 


London laſt winter, being | 5 
acquainted at the houſe. She 


is a handſome girl, and much 
the moſt ſenſible of the fa- 


mily. Though very young, 


„ ſhe was always eſteemed pru- 
dent : and the clerk, as I find 
by the diſcourſe of the par- 
ties, 18 a youth who was then 
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with them; he 1s deſcended 


of reputable parents, and al- 


ways bore a good character. 


I can alſo ſay this for him, 


that he is a good-natured fel- 
fellow, and a jovial compa- 
156 eee 


„ So if you will take my 
judgment of the matter, and 
I think you need not doubt 


it — I do not ſee that any 
great harm is. done if the 


couple are joined. — And as 
to the young man's running 


away with the girl, it is but 
what Mr. Candlewick, when 
himſelf a clerk, though now 
a deputy of his ward, as 


„ have told you, did before 
DO My a „him. 
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0. him.—Lite 70 like. —And 10 
e my. good friends here's to 
2108 you; for I have talk ed till I 
e any plaguy th Witty. 


The landlord | and landlady 
thanked the magiſtrate for the 
information he had given them, 
and could not but Wine them 
ſelves to be of the ſame opi- 
nion w ith ſo w ite a man as the 


juſtice. — As to our good hoſ- 


teſs, ſhe farther obſerved, that 
he thought, there was ſome- 
thing mean about Mr. Candle- 
wick as ſoon as ſhe ſet eyes upon 
bim. Now, though this was 
not true, yet ſhe conceived the 
remark would do credit to her | 
| judgment. A heſe are a ſort af---:1 


ſide- 
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ſide-wind compliment, which 
many people pay themielves on 
ſuch occations. 


The jandlors; not to be "a 
hind-hand with his rib, ſaid he 


I always in his mind that 
Which gave him an tem of the | 


ſame fort too, adding, ＋ hat 
there was a ſomething quite 


diſagreeable in the appearance 
of people who had been low— _ 


_ upſtart gentry—that he could 
always OREN. 5 


The juſtice gave this good | 
couple apparent credit for their 
obſervations, in which, how- 
ever, he had really little belief. 
$25 The juſtice himſelf was one 
who, 
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who, according to the common 
phraſe, „had riſen from no- 


“ thing,” which they might re- 


collect, as he had been for a 
long time acquainted with them, 


and had no reaſon to complain 


of their want of deference to 
him—and he was likewiſe well 
aſſured, that they ſpoke reſpect- 

fully of him in their way, even 


5 behind his back, which is the | 


true ſign of ſincerity. = — But, : 
to return to my ſtory. 


The worthy magiſtrate had 
juſt given his aſſent to theſe 
obſervations, when Jonathan the 

driver returned. He was im- 


mediately called in, and inter- 


n with reſpect to Miſs 
Candle- 
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Candlewick and her paramour; 
when he gave the ſame account 
the landlord had delivered to 


the new gueſt, as already recit- 


ed, with the addition of their 
having ſtopped at a place near 
the meeting of two croſs- 
country Fears.” This circum- 
ſtance he was deſired to relate to 
the old gentleman in its fulleſt 
extent, and to exaggerate on the 
| little likelihood of their being 
overtaken, in caſe of a farther 
purſuit; Juſtice Drowſy hear- 
tily wiſhing them well, and the 
landlady declaring “ it would 

46 be a pity to part the young 
things; eſpecially as, by 

what had been gathered from 
the young cub, there appeared 
a de- 
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a defi Zn of marrying his ſiſter 


to an old crabbed fellow with | 


only one eye, v hich ve as Open 


to every body's faults but his 


ow on 


The juſtice kneceeden r. 


Candlewick and his family gave 


cover the purſuit, and reſolved 


to return home, after having 
been perſuaded to ſtay that night 


at the inn, in order completely 


5 reſt themſelves. 


It ſeems that Miſs Candle- 
wick and her lover were hap- 


pily married, in conſequence of 

the aforeſaid reſolution, and 
were reconciled in due time 

to the lady” - parents and re- 


| lations. 


Juſt 


_ —— — 
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Juſt as the old gentleman 1 
and his confort had come to a 
determination, e countryman : 


rode into the yard for Mrs. 
Crotchet's bundle, v. hich ſhe 
; Han forgot. 


For Mrs. Crotch et, though ſhe 


| boaſted of having been for- 
merly bleſſed with a great me- 
mory, yet ſeemed to have been 
deprived of that bleſſing, pro- 


vided ſhe did not exaggerate in 
this matter. 


I 


But indeed ſhe _ 
was, in many reſpects, to be | 

; numbered with the Have-beens, 
a family of the greateſt anti- 


quity both in this and every 
other country. 
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If it was really true that Mrs. | 
Crotchet had once poſſeſſed fo | 
good a memory; her loſs of it 
was not owing to the decay of 
age, but rather to a cauſe to 
which Cicero of old aſcribed 


ſuch defects ; namely, the not 


exerciſing it. For the was fre- 
quently carelets of what related 
to herſelf; though ſhe was apt 
enough, at times, to pry into 
the concerns of other people, 
being actuated by that ſtrong 
principle in females, called Cu- 
rioſity. Of this diſpoſition, in- 
ſtances will be found in the ſe- 
quel of this hiſtory. — It 10 
5 return. — | 


This 


ö 
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This forgetfulneſs was happy i 


for me, as I had made an ex | 


curſion to the bundle, in or- 


| der to be ready for changing my 


quarters, not greatly liking the 


old lady. It was no leſs happy 


aalſo for the reader, as it gave 


me an opportunity of ſeeing the 
_ cataſtrophe of this affair--which 


will enable me to purſue my 


5 journey without cloſing theſe 


memoirs before the ſequel to 


my hiſtory, which ſhall be faith- = 


fully recorded in the next vo- | 
name. 


